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ON YOUR SIDE

We enjoyed beautiful weather for our annual Islington Summer

Garden Party this month, and | want to thank everyone from

across Islington South & Finsbury who made time to come along f

and show their support.

It's always a pleasure to be able to spend time at Culpeper
Community Gardens, enjoying live music from Cllr Martin Klute
and his band and some delicious food organised by Jacky.

The afternoon was a great success in raising money for Islington
South & Finsbury Labour Party. Thank you to everyone who
donated prizes for this year's tombola, the highlights of which a
copy of The Women Who Made Modern Economics signed by our
Chancellor Rachel Reeves, and some Premium British Tropicana
Tennis balls, which are particularly fitting at this time of year. |
am always grateful to be able to show my appreciation for our
fantastic CLP, and wonderful constituents, who help make
Islington South & Finsbury what it is today.

The inaugural Islington South and
Finsbury tombola

Speaking from the safety of
the shade!




President Macron’s State Visit

After years of fighting over Brexit and being represented by
a series of ludicrous Foreign Secretaries, last week's state
visit by French President Emmanuel Macron, the first state
visit by an EU leader since Brexit, shows that Britain is back
on the world stage.

| was delighted to be a part of the group in the throne room
welcoming President Macron to Parliament before his
address to both Houses, where | got to meet and have a
chat with the President and Mrs Macron.

We then moved into the Royal Gallery to watch President
Macron deliver his address. President Macron spoke of
France and Britain's century-old alliance, and the need to
renew it, working together to confront the threats we both
face.

From Russian aggression in Ukraine, migration, to energy
security and climate change, France and Britain share a
number of priorities that will require close collaboration to
solve.

The President also spoke of the need to recognise a
Palestinian state, not at the end of a peace process, but as
an integral part of it. This is something | and many other
Labour MPs have been urging for a long time now, so
hearing it from a world leader was very welcome, and | hope
that it will lead to action quickly.

A closer relationship with France is in both nation’s
interests. In London alone, some estimates have 300,000
French people living here, so many that London is often
declared France’s sixth biggest city. Many of these are right
here in Islington, I'll never forget that during one
doorknocking session in the constituency, | bumped into the
French Socialist Party campaigning for the French
Presidential elections!

Meeting President and Mrs Macron as
part of the welcome committee

President Macron addressing both
Houses of Parliament

Speaking to BBC Radio 4's PM
programme about Macron’s address




Islington Summer Celebrations

With summer officially here, Islington is aflush with
community summer events and parties, and one of the
greatest perks of being an MP is getting to visit them!

The Canonbury Saciety held their summer party in the
gardens of a member's gorgeous home. Catching up
with friends, delicious food and a brass band playing
hits from the Beatles really made it a special occasion.

From there it was straight over to the Cally Road for
the annual Cally Fest, where we somehow got every Y
type of weather in an hour. It was great to see SO e——pRs e bt B TRRE
many local businesses and charities with stalls along Meeting staff from the Quentin Blake
the road, including the London Canal Museum getting Centre at Cally Fest

lots of signups for their next tours, and Barnsbury
Parish advertising all the events and services being
provided at St Andrew's, Thornhill Square.

| also met with some of the staff from the Quentin
Blake Centre for lllustration, which is making amazing
progress on their plans to open their new site in
Clerkenwell next year.

As a newbie-Hackney MP, this month | was excited to
attend my first De Beauvoir Association’s Party in the _ o A

Park with Clirs Joe Walker and Jasmine Martins,  with students from the Royal Veterinary
meeting with local businesses and families in the area.  College testing my bone-identifying skills!

Over in Bunbhill, the annual -
Whitecross Street Party &
lived up to its legendary
status, offering music, art
and fun for all the family.

Summer is so much funin
Islington, and | look
forward to attending so
many more local events
as we move toward
August.
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De Beauvoir’'s Party in the Park with With councillors and Mayor Jackson at
Clirs Joe and Jasmine the Whitecross Street Street Party




Foreign Affairs Committee

It has been a busy month for the Foreign Affairs
Committee.

| wrote to you in June that we had questioned
the Iranian Ambassador about the then-ongoing
conflict between Iran and lIsrael. It has been a
matter of great frustration for me that we have
been unable to hear from the Israeli Embassy or
a representative of the Israeli government.
However, on 24 June we managed to speak to
Yair Lapid, the leader of the Israeli Opposition.
Our discussion primarily focussed on the
conflict with Iran, but | was also able to Questioning Yair Lapid

question him about the prospect of an end to

the conflict in Gaza and the future of the two-state solution. He reiterated what we heard when
we visited the region last year: the Israeli public want the return of the hostages and an end to
the war, yet the far-right Netanyahu government continues to wage its devastating campaign.

On 23 June we questioned Minister for the Overseas Territories Stephen Doughty on the
Chagos Deal. | pressed the Minister on whether there would be a ringfenced fund for the
protection of the Chagos’ unique environment, but | was disappointed to not receive
confirmation of a specific amount of funding. The Treaty must not be signed without absolute
certainty that the Chagos’ biodiversity will be protected for generations to come, and | will
continue to follow this issue very closely. We have also had three hearings for our inquiryinto
the UK at the UN Security Council, including with the UN Minister, as well as briefings on the EU
and the China audit.

If all that wasn't enough, on 8 July we spent the morning questioning Foreign Office
Permanent Secretary Olly Robbins and the afternoon questioning Foreign Secretary David
Lammy. | asked the Permanent Secretary about the FCDO’'s China strategy, following the
publication of the China Audit - or, rather, three paragraphs of it - in the National Security
Strategy last month. | also pressed him on what a cut of the department’s admin budget of
18% meant in staff terms and discovered it meant a cut of 15-25%!

In the afternoon, we challenged the Foreign Secretary on
whether the government would take further action against
Israel if the intolerable situation in Gaza continues,
following the recent decision to suspend trade talks and
sanction far-right extremist ministers Ben-Gvir and
Smatrich. | am pleased that he confirmed that it would. As
we conclude our inquiry into the Israel-Palestine conflict, my
committee will continue to push the government to do all it
can to support a ceasefire, the recognition of Palestine, and
a long-term peaceful solution.




Speaking at Chatham House

On 2 July, I was invited to Chatham House to speak on a
panel reflecting on the first year of Labour's foreign

policy.

Over an hour we covered the UK’'s successful reset with
EU and prospect for further alignment; the strength of
the special relationship with the USA; how best to
approach China; and the prospect of peace in the Middle
East.

It was especially interesting to share the panel with
Lawrence Freedman, Emeritus Professor of War Studies
at King's College London, who shared his wisdom on
renewed investment in defence across the UK, US and
You can watch the event here. Europe, as well as navigating China’s security threat.

Media

During the conflict between Israel and Iran, | spent a day on
the media discussing the UK’s role. Speaking on the BBC's
World at One, to Matt Chorley on 5Live, to Jo Coburn on
Times Radio, to Andrew Marr on LBC, and with Paddy
O’Connell on Newsnight, | was clear: the great danger was
escalation and Britain should not join any bombing
campaign against Iran. It is a relief to us all that the conflict
concluded without active UK involvement.

On 25 June, | made one of my regular visits to White City to
join Peston on ITV. It was a special episode, because it was
Anushka Asthana’s last before she moves to the USA to
become US Editor for Channel 4 News. A special episode
meant special ‘Twitter breaks’ ... | had not expected to find
myself kicking penalties, and certainly not scoring them,
against Robert Peston on a Wednesday night!

On Any Questions with lain Dale,
Then, last Friday, | raced up to the beautiful Shrewsbury Mark Harper and Lisa Smart

Abbey to appear on Any Questions, where we talked
immigration, the justice system, taxes, and what makes us
hopeful.



https://www.chathamhouse.org/events/all/open-event/one-year-labour-government-right-europe-us-and-china

Visit to Eurostar

This month, | had the pleasure of visiting Eurostar’'s head
offices, where | met with Gareth Williams, their General
Secretary, to discuss their work and plans for a “third runway”
at St Pancras - don't worry, no planes, just an enormous
increase in capacity! Their fantastic team gave me a warm
welcome, and the view from their offices over our beautiful
constituency was truly impressive.

It was particularly encouraging to hear how enthusiastic
Eurostar is about partnering with local schools to provide
internships, work experience, educational trips, and other
learning opportunities. Many people may not realise the range
of careers available at Eurostar and I'm committed to ensuring
that these opportunities are open and accessible to young
people in our constituency so | connected them with the Head
Teacher of EGA.

And for anyone who enjoys a good conversation about trains—
| can confirm, visiting Eurostar is as fun as you’'d imagine!

7/7 Anniversary Commemoration

| was privileged to be at St Paul's Cathedral on Monday the 7™ representing Islington to
remember the 52 lives lost in the 7/7 attacks 20 years ago. Islington lost 13 people - more in
this attack than anywhere else, but I'm proud our devastated community, as we always do in
our darkest times, came together.

| sat with the bereaved families during the Service. The people near me were largely silent: not
singing, not joining the prayers, not even speaking to each other - just quietly weeping. This
turned into audible sobs when 52,000 petals floated down on us from the dome above. |
thought of the morning that it happened where | was due to be meeting some children from
Holloway who were due to come to Parliament by tube. | couldn’'t get through to the school. The
lines were down. | remember sitting in the MPs tearoom and weeping. | had only been an MP for
a few weeks - | was frightened and bewildered.

They may have killed 13 of us, but they were never going to divide us, and they didn’t. We put
out the defiant Islington Statement. Thousands signed, and it went up in shops and community
spaces. It said that we come from all over the world, we are every type of person, and we are an
example to all of how people can get on and we celebrate our diversity.

It is as true now as it was then, and | am proud to represent a community that resolutely stands
as proof that fact.




Diary

Parliament

23 Jun - Visit to London Zoo and meeting with
CEO Matthew Gould on Chagos biodiversity
23 Jun - FAC hearing on the UN

23 Jun - Meeting with the Portuguese
Ambassador

24 Jun - FAC hearing with Israeli opposition
leader Yair Lapid

24 Jun - FCDO orals

24 Jun - National Security Strategy and China
Audit statements in Parliament

24 Jun - Meeting with NEST on Russia and
Ukraine

24 Jun - US Independence Day celebration

25 Jun - Meeting with the Palestine Red Crescent
25 Jun - Meeting with constituents at the lobby

for trans rights

25 Jun - Meeting with Reprieve on arbitrary
detention and North East Syria

26 Jun - Prime Minister’'s statement on the G7
27 Jun - Dinner with Arab Ambassadors

30 Jun - Meeting with the British Ambassador to

Moscow

30 Jun - FAC briefing on the EU-UK reset

30 Jun - Joint Committee on National Security
Strategy (JCNSS) hearing on undersea cables
1 Jul - FAC hearing on the UN

1 Jul - Foreign Secretary’s summer reception
2 Jul - Roundtable with former NZ PM Helen
Clark at FGS Global

2 Jul - Photo with all women MPs

2 Jul - Chatham House panel on a year of
Labour’s foreign policy

2 Jul - Meeting with Jordanian Speaker

2 Jul - Meeting with Catherine West

7 Jul - FAC briefing on the China Audit

8 Jul - FAC hearings with the FCDO Permanent
Secretary and the Foreign Secretary

8 Jul - Welcoming party for President Macron
9 Jul - Meeting with the Belgian Ambassador

Constituency

20 Jun - Meeting with North London NHS
Foundation Trust

27 Jun - Meeting with Eurostar

29 Jun - Islington North Labour sacial

4 Jul - Surgery at St Luke’s

4 Jul - Meeting with the CWU regarding the
post offices

4 Jul - Meeting with Whittington Health
5 Jul - De Beauvaoir party in the park

6 Jul - Canonbury Society summer party

6 Jul - Cally Fest

11 Jul - Meeting with the Duke of
Cambridge pub regarding sustainability
12 Jul - Surgery at the Town Hall

12 Jul - Whitecross Street festival

13 Jul - CLP summer party

Media

18 Jun - BBC Waorld at One, Jo Coburn on
Times Radio, Matt Chorley on 5 Live, Andrew
Marr on LBC, Newsnight

25 Jun - ITV Peston

8 Jul - BBC Radio 4 PM

11 Jul - Any Questions in Shrewsbury

9 Jul - Climate Coalition lobby

9 Jul - City of London banquet for President
Macron

10 Jul - Meeting with the CEO of Save the
Children

10 Jul - Meeting with the Faroe Islands
Representative

10 Jul - Visit to the Royal Opera House

10 Jul - Dinner with the Chilean Ambassador
14 Jul - JCNSS meeting on undersea cables

15 Jul - FAC ministerial hearing on the UN

16 Jul - Meeting with German CDU/CSU foreigh
policy spokesperson

16 Jul - Meeting with Mr Speaker

16 Jul - Coffee with Labour African Network



