
I am so pleased that I was able to see my good friend, Cllr Jason Jackson,
be made the new Mayor of Islington.

Jason is an incredibly popular councillor who is thoroughly embedded in
the community. He will make an outstanding First Citizen. I was glad that
my team could help arrange for his family to join us from Nigeria for the
ceremony. 

As councillor, Jason led the Young Black Men and Mental Health initiative
to destigmatise conversations about mental health and tackle inequality
in mental health treatment and outcomes. The Mayor’s chosen charity
for his term is Islington Giving: this year they are marking 15 years of
raising money to fund community and grassroots projects across
Islington.

 

Now that I am a Hackney MP too, I went along to the Hackney Council
AGM and Speaker Making ceremony where Cllr Sharon Patrick was
elected as Speaker. The Speaker’s chosen charities are the Hackney
Foodbank, the Pedro Club, and the Hackney Marsh Partnership. 

Islington and Hackney are two North London boroughs with a proud civic
history, and going to their respective AGMs one day after another was an
opportunity to see the interesting differences in tradition. In Hackney, for
example, Labour Councillors dress up with large red roses. I loved them!
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Questions in the Chamber
It's been another busy month in the House of Commons, with some
huge pieces of legislation making progress and major
announcements about trade, immigration, and foreign affairs. Here
are some of my contributions this month:
 
At the end of April, the Minister for Women and Equalities gave a
statement on the 'For Women Scotland' Supreme Court ruling. I
know this has been a great cause for concern for many in our
community, with lots of you expressing your anger, sadness, and
confusion over what this ruling means for you or for your trans
friends and family. Policing the use of toilets is absolutely the
wrong solution to the very serious problem of male violence against
women, something I asked the Minister about here.

On Foreign Affairs, this month I’ve asked about recognising a
Palestinian state, the High Seas Treaty, the effectiveness of the
UK’s sanctions strategy, and the UK-EU reset. 
 

This month, my committee has held public formal hearings on the
UK-EU reset and one on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

From our witnesses to the EU-UK inquiry we heard complaints that
the government has not publicly set out its demands ahead of the
reset. So, last week, I wrote to the Prime Minister asking a number
of questions. 

Following Monday’s summit, I am very pleased that it looks like
British and European young people will finally have access to a
youth mobility scheme. And as Europe unites against Russian
aggression, I am encouraged by the renewed commitment to
defence and security cooperation. But there are questions still to be
answered about things like service exports: I will be keeping a close
eye on what happens next.

On Tuesday morning, we held a historic joint meeting with our
counterparts on the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Ukrainian
Verkhovna Rada where we heard about the Ukrainian MPs’
experiences throughout the war. Following the joint hearing, my
counterpart Oleksandr Merezhko and I wrote an op-ed for
PoliticsHome where we demanded that the UK seizes Russian
assets held here to pay for the reconstruction of Ukraine. 

Foreign Affairs Committee work

Asking the PM about the UK-
EU deal

Chairing our joint meeting with the
Ukrainian FAC

https://x.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1915012699752219111
https://x.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1917227154930094350
https://x.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1917227154930094350
https://x.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1922633207163338902
https://x.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1923007516457206112
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/ae7428ec-ee0b-4317-bb61-3422fb0bf161?in=13:04:47
https://www.politicshome.com/news/article/uk-ukraine-foreign-committee-chairs-call-much-bigger-seizure-russian-assets


This anniversary provides an important moment
to remember, reflect upon, and celebrate the
values of determination, strength and solidarity
that carried our nation through such a dark time.  
It is also an opportunity to pay tribute to the
millions who sacrificed so much and to honour
the memory of those who lost their lives,
including the 958 Islington residents who died
during the Blitz. 

As we face challenges in our own time, we
should use the lessons of resilience and unity to
inspire us all. 

VE Day Anniversary Celebrations
On Thursday 8th May, I was honoured to attend Islington’s beacon lighting ceremony at
Dartmouth Park to commemorate the 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day.
Overlooking the city’s skyline, we listened to a moving musical performance that beautifully
captured the spirit of remembrance and reflection. 

VE Day marks a pivotal moment in our history, signifying the end of World War II in Europe.
On 8th May 1945, Nazi Germany formally surrendered, bringing six years of devastating
conflict across the continent to an end. 

On that historic day, communities across Islington and Finsbury gathered in the streets to
celebrate. I spent some time reading about Islington VE Day celebrations. In May 1945 the
Islington Gazette said ’90 per cent of Theberton Street was flying colours.’

Seward Street, Finsbury, May 1945
Photo courtesy of the Friends of Islington Museum

At the VE Day beacon lighting in
Dartmouth Park



On the terrace with Prime Minister Mustafa
and members of my committee

May has been a landmark month for this
government securing trade deals with our
allies, with three deals agreed in as many
weeks that will boost the economy by billions.

First up was India, with a deal that will add £4.8
billion to the UK economy and £2.2 billion in
wages every year. The US deal, agreed just two
days later, will protect some of our key
industries from tariffs.

Trade Baby Trade

Meeting the Palestinian PM
At the end of April, Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa of
the Palestinian Authority visited London. I was very
pleased that my committee had the opportunity to have
dinner with him in Parliament. 

The UK government’s Memorandum of Understanding
with the PA is a welcome step. The next step must be to
recognise the state of Palestine, alongside our
international allies at the Saudi-French conference in early
June.

The argument has always been that we will recognise
Palestine when the time is right. That time is now. If we do
not, I am worried there may be nothing left to recognise.

Visit to SEN
Islington may not seem the most obvious place
for an aerospace company – one would assume
that they would be more at home closer to
Cape Canaveral! 

So, I was surprised when SEN reached out to
invite me to their offices to see their
pioneering work to provide the world’s first
ultra-high-definition video livestream from
space.   Using   4K   cameras   attached   to   the 

Finally, the deal agreed this
week with the EU will lower
bills, improve cooperation on
defence as we face down
Russian aggression together,
and make it easier for young
people to work and study
abroad. 

These deals are testament to
the hard work of our ministers
and diplomats abroad. I look
forward to scrutinising them
all alongside my committee. 

International Space Station,
the videos that SEN are able to
produce are staggering. They
have a livestream on their
website so that you can see for
yourself. 

SEN’s ambition does not stop
with earth: they are looking to
the Moon and Mars as next
steps in their mission to
provide free and accessible
views of space. It’s hard not to
be inspired by the fragile
beauty of our planet, and the
importance of preserving it for
generations to come. 

With SEN Founder Charles
Black

https://www.sen.com/live


Local Elections Campaigning
This month I was proud to support local Labour Party efforts in the Runcorn and Helsby by-
election and the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough mayoral election.  Door knocking with local
supporters is always a fun and informative experience, spurred on by the patch of glorious
weather which accompanied the Locals. 

With Labour’s fantastic candidates: Anna Smith
in Cambridge and Karen Shore in Runcorn. 

In Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, where I helped launch
the campaign, I was particularly proud to support such a
brilliant local woman candidate. Anna Smith, the Deputy Mayor
for the combined authority, has shown huge capability to get
things done: it was easy to knock on doors and tell people our
candidate had brought the buses into public control. Despite
our best canvassing efforts, the Conservative candidate came
out on top in what was a mixed set of results in the area - not
helped by the first past the post electoral system introduced by
the Conservatives to secure mayoralties like Peterborough. I
was pleased to see that Anna won a majority in her home
division of Cambridge City, where I saw her popularity first-
hand, and know that she will continue to do great things for
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

When out campaigning in Runcorn, I heard lots of
voices speaking out against Nigel Farage and the
Reform party’s dangerous political views, although
it’s clear from the outcome of the by-election that
Labour has more work to do to reassure voters.  As
you may well know, the Reform candidate in
Runcorn and Helsby won by just 6 votes after a
recount. 

Many of the local election results were
disappointing and there is clearly much to be
learned. But it is important to remember that the
country has undergone fourteen years of reckless
leadership and starved public services under
successive Conservative governments, from which
it will take time to repair. Between now and next
year’s local elections in London I hope to see the
government continue to make the positive change
that proves the value of Labour leadership in
voters’ daily lives, both locally and nationally. That
means investing in public services, protecting our
NHS, and strengthening workers’ rights. 



Constituency

Diary
Parliament

Media

22 April - Foreign Affairs Committee hearing
on Israel-Palestine 
22 April - Responded to government
statement on Supreme Court ruling
23 April - Meeting with Tibetan
Representative in the UK
23 April - Foreign Affairs Committee briefing
on Syria
24 April - Meeting with the Prime Minister of
the Faroe Islands
26 April - Campaigning visit to Runcorn
28 April - Lunch with the Lord Chamberlain at
Buckingham Palace
28 April - Meeting with Hostage International
28 April - Meeting of the Joint Committee on
National Security Strategy
28 April - Dinner with the Prime Minister of
the Palestinian Authority
29 April - Foreign Affairs Committee hearing
on UK-EU reset
29 April - Spoke in Chamber on Palestinian
PM visit
29 April - Meeting with UNRWA officials
30 April - Meeting with Women for a
Sustainable Future Network members
30 April - Spoke in Chamber on statement on
bombing Houthi targets
30 April - Meeting with the Ambassador of
the Kyrgyz Republic

1 May - Polling Day campaigning in
Cambridge
12 May - Foreign Affairs Committee briefing
on Kashmir
12 May - Meeting with Jordanian minister
12 May - Spoke in Chamber on US Trade Deal
13 May - Breakfast Roundtable on
disinformation at Canning House
13 May - Foreign Affairs Committee hearing
with Lebanese Ambassador

24 April - Guest of Honour and speaker at
the Honourable Artillery Company St
George’s Day dinner
1 May - Visit to SEN
8 May - VE Day beacon lighting in
Dartmouth Park
9 May - After Noah’s 35  Birthday Partyth

10 May - Surgery at the Town Hall
14 May - Hackney Council speaker-making
ceremony
15 May - Islington Council mayor-making
ceremony 
15 May - Interview with LoveHackney
magazine at the East and South East Asian
Community Centre

29 April - Andrew Marr’s LBC show
29 April - Interview for BBC Special on 100
Days of Trump 
30 April - Peston
18 May - Lewis Goodall’s LBC show
18 May - Westminster Hour
20 May - Joint media with Ukrainian Foreign
Affairs Committee Chair Oleksandr Merezhko

13 May - FCDO oral questions
13 May - Launch of the judiciary’s
international strategy 
14 May - Meeting with Yachad
16 May - Meeting with Europe Minister ahead
of UK-EU reset
19 May - Foreign Affairs Committee private
briefing
19 May - UK-EU summit reception at No 10
Downing Street
20 May - Joint Foreign Affairs Committee
hearing with Foreign Affairs Committee of
the Ukrainian Rada


