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Visit to Ukraine

Last week | had the enormous privilege of visiting Ukraine with the Foreign Affairs Committee.

Here | witnessed for myself not just the destruction and suffering inflicted by Russia, but also
the extraordinary resilience of the Ukrainian people, a country that is fighting off an invasion by
a neighbour ten times its size.

After an overnight train from Poland to Kyiv, | began my visit by meeting with members of the
Verkhovna Rada, including Ruslan Stefanchuk and members of their Foreign Affairs
committee. They told me of the experience of the past three years, and we discussed the UK’'s
unwavering political and diplomatic support to achieving a just and lasting peace, as well as
seizing frozen Russian assets to help Ukraine rebuild; the need to improve air defences in
Ukraine; and the possibility of establishing a GCSE in Ukrainian back here in Britain.

We then visited St Michael’'s Square, laying flowers at the Wall of Remembrance to those who
have died for Ukraine, in this conflict and in others.

From there we were taken to Bucha, in the suburbs of Kyiv.
Bucha was the site of a mass murder of hundreds of civilians
during Russia’s occupation of the city early on in the war. | met
with the Deputy Mayor and a group of local residents, who
recounted the horrors they experienced during the assault, and
was shown the most horrific of images taken on the phones of
residents who lived through it, and the journalists who arrived
just after the Russian forces were pushed out. | was told the
majority of victims were shot in the head or chest, many in
execution-style killings, and there is evidence civilians were raped
and tortured.

| also met with young lawyers who are in the process of i
gathering evidence of these appalling crimes, to try and push for |
the International Criminal Court to investigate.

This visit will stay with me, both for the horror and the bravery |
witnessed. It also reconfirmed for me that the UK cannot waver
in our support for Ukraine, we must continue the military and
diplomatic support to ensure a peace that protects Ukraine’'s
sovereignty.

Meeting with Ukraine’s Deputy
Foreign Minister




Proton Beam Therapy

| recently visited the Proton Beam Therapy
team at the University College Hospital, to
learn more about the impressive work they
are doing to improve cancer treatment in the
UK. Following the huge pressures on the NHS
over the coronavirus pandemic, it is so
heartening to see local hospitals overcome
significant challenges and be able to offer
some of the most ambitious treatments ever
undertaken.

On my visit, | learned all about Proton beam
Therapy (PBT), a new form of radiotherapy
used to treat certain cancers. It uses high
energy beams of protons, rather than X-rays,
to deliver a dose of radiotherapy to the
patient. This impressive machine five stories
under Grafton Street, which can only be
described as ginormous, uses massive
amounts of electricity, magnets and HUGE
cogs to provide safe remedy for hard-to-treat
cancers. | was very grateful to be able to see
this machine up close, at one of only two
centres in the country.

The reason proton beam therapy is so
important is because it is highly targeted,
and so reduces the risk of radiation damage
to healthy tissues surrounding the tumour.
This means it's suitable for treatment of
cancers on the brain, spine or near the
reproductive organs. When fully operational,
the centre will be able to treat up to 650
patients per year.

Current patients range from very young
children to adults with hard-to-treat cancers.
| learned that the way protons behave means
that less normal tissue is irradiated, which
could mean fewer and less severe side
effects during and after treatment.

Around a third of patients are going to be
children and teenagers, and referrals will be
made from all over the country but
predominantly in the south of England. | met
children and parents during the visit, who
told me first-hand how this technology is
improving people’s life chances.

Thank you to Baroness Neuberger, David
Probert, Johanna Moss, Dr Yen Ching Chang,
Kathryn Osborn and the rest of the team at
UCLH for showing me around.




Warsaw Security Conference

At the end of March, | headed up the UK delegation to the
26th Interparliamentary Conference on European Security
and Foreign Policy (IPC CFSP/CSDP), held in Warsaw, Poland.

| spent my time meeting with European politicians and
military leaders. This included hearing from a Finnish General
about their experience being a neighbour to Russia,
constantly on high alert; and discussing with German
delegates the changes they have made to their constitution
to allow up to €1 trillion of borrowing to spend on defence
and infrastructure.

During my speech on the conference floor, | focused on that
need for Europeans to work together. With danger from the
East and uncertainty from the West, it's essential we work
together to support Ukraine and defend ourselves.

Updates from the FAC

At the start of April, the Foreign Affairs Committee held its
second evidence session for our latest Inquiry,
Disinformation Diplomacy.

We heard from Salome Zourabichvili, the former President
of Georgia, who told us the UK needed to prepare against
the disruptive technologies and tactics used by Russia as
part of its disinformation war.

The Committee has also recently launched a new Inquiry
which will assess the effectiveness of the UK's status as a
‘Penholder’ on the UN Security Council for a number of
countries, including Sudan and Myanmar. As we
commemorate the two-year anniversary of the outbreak of
war in Sudan, it's more important than ever that the UK
meets its responsibility as a Penholder.

Alongside this, we are continuing with our large variety of
ongoing Inquiries, including on the BBC World Service, the
UK’s sanctions policy, and of course the Israel-Palestine
conflict. You can follow the progress of the Committee
here.

Alongside two other members of
the UK delegation

Meeting with the Polish Sejm’s
FAC Chair

Chairing an evidence session on
Disinformation Diplomacy



https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/78/foreign-affairs-committee/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/78/foreign-affairs-committee/

We secured Britain’s future, with British steel

Mere hours after returning from Ukraine, Parliament was recalled from recess to vote on the
Steel Industry (Special Measures) Bill to save British Steel's Scunthorpe plant, ending months
of uncertainty for workers. This is the first time Parliament has been recalled on a Saturday in the
20 years | have been the MP for Islington South & Finsbury, and only the sixth time since the
Second World War that Parliament has sat on a Saturday.

In just six hours, this Government was able to pass legislation which will shore up British Steel
production for the future and protect British Steel Workers. Our decisive action meant that the
site’s two running blast furnaces, nicknamed Bess and Anne after the English Queens, will stay
alight. Had the Prime Minister not acted to recall Parliament and allowed the furnaces to be
turned off by the existing owners, the Jingye Group, they would have likely become permanently
unusable.

The supplies needed to keep Bess and Anne going - coking coal and iron pellets — are now being
shipped in all the way from Australia thanks to the hard work of civil servants to ensure the
longevity of plant. It's vital that the UK doesn't lose its steelmaking capabilities, and | was
pleased to be able to support these measures to protect British Steel.

The steel industry contributes significantly to the UK's overall international trade, totalling £433
million in exports last year. Through the swift decision making, we avoided having to move to
paying more to import products that could and should be made in the UK.

Most importantly, this special measures Bill represents
Labour's commitment to supporting workers across the
UK. We listened to the dedicated unions and workers
from Scunthorpe in the weeks prior to this historic vote,
who told us that we needed to act to protect the
companies 3,500 strong workforce. That is why we
ensured, under the Steel Industry Act, any employees
that have already lost their jobs can be reinstated.

While further questions about the propriety of Jingye's
conduct as the parent company of British Steel are
necessary, | fully support the Government's ongoing
work to protect this strategic national asset now and in
the future.

. SUPPORT
STEEL
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Prime Minister meeting with “Support UK Steel” campaigners ’




Diary

Constituency

27 Mar - Meeting with Islington Council CEO
Victoria Lawson
27 Mar - Visit to Candid Arts Trust's ‘Spring
Salon’ exhibition
28 Mar - Visit to University College
Hospital’'s Proton Beam Therapy Unit
28 Mar - Visit to Kido Nursery in Clerkenwell
4 Apr - St Luke’s Surgery
4 Apr - Visit to YMCA LandAid House
4 Apr - Quarterly meeting with Clir Woolf
and lan Swift to discuss housing issues
5 Apr - BAME canvassing session in St
Mary’'s and St James’ ward
With the team
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Media

20 Mar - Sophy Ridge panel on the Middle
East and local elections

29 Mar - Week in Westminster to discuss
the Coalition of the Willing

2 Apr - BBC Radio 4 PM on Middle East

3 Apr - Recorded Telegraph’s Battle Lines
podcast

6 Apr - Sunday with Laura Kuenssberg to
discuss the deportation of two Labour MPs
6 Apr - Times Radio’s Sunday Morning with
Adam Boulton

6 Apr - Sky News

Parliament

20 Mar - Urgent statement on Gaza

20 Mar - Meeting with Nordic and Baltic
Ambassadors

20 Mar - Meeting with Spanish Ambassador
24-25 Mar - Attended European Security and
Foreign Policy Conference in Warsaw, Poland
26 Mar - Meeting with the Israeli Deputy
Ambassador

26 Mar - Meeting with Ukraine’s Deputy
Foreign Minister

26 Mar - Meeting with Lisa Nandy on Listed
Places of Warship Scheme

26 Mar - Meeting with Norwegian Refugee
Council’'s Palestine Director

31 Mar - Tea with trans volunteers from the
LGBTQ+ charity Switchboard

31 Mar - Reception at 10 Downing St
celebrating 50 years of LGBT Labour

1 Apr - Raised seizing frozen Russian assets
at FCDO Questions

1 Apr - Committee hearing on disinformation
1 Apr - Spoke at women Deputy Chiefs of
Mission reception

2 Apr - Urgent Question on Gaza

2 Apr - Meeting with the Ambassador of
North Macedonia

2 Apr - Reception celebrating Solace women'’s
refuge 50" anniversary

3 Apr - Urgent statement on US Tariffs

3 Apr - Meeting with Lebanese
Parliamentarians

7 Apr - Urgent statement on the deportation
of two Labour MPs from Israel

7 Apr - Eid reception with CAABU and Muslim
Aid

8 Apr - Meeting with US Charge D’Affaires

8 Apr - Meeting with German Ambassador
and SDP Foreign Affairs Spokesman

9-11 Apr - Committee visit to Ukraine

12 Apr - Emergency sitting of Parliament on
British Steel




