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Return to Parliament

Parliament returned earlier this month after the summer recess and it was great to see so
many new faces on the estate getting settled in - especially so many new Labour MPs!

Since being back, | have voted to:
e End no fault evictions
e Setup GB Energy
* Bring trains back into public ownership
* Introduce a new fiscal lock

The UK continues to provide Ukraine with armaments and weapons in their fight against
Russia’s invasion, but the situation in Ukraine continues to escalate, including just last week
when Kyiv was hit with missiles over 20 times in one night. In the Chamber, | asked the
Minister for International Development what pressure the UK Government could put on the
Americans to allow the Ukrainians to hit missile sites in Russia. You can read my full question
and the Minister's response here.

Last week the Foreign Secretary also announced that following a review of export licenses for
UK arms exports to Israel, the government has taken the decision to suspend around 30
licenses, from a total of 350 to Israel, as required by stipulations in the Export Control Act
2002. These suspended licences target equipment at risk of being used in the ongoing conflict
in Gaza. While this in no way constitutes an arms embargo, nor does it detract from our
support to Israel, | welcome the decision, and hope that it will encourage Israel to consider the
impact of their actions on the loss of human life in Gaza. Similarly, | welcomed the Faoreign
Secretary’s call for more humanitarian aid and assistance to be allowed into Gaza to
immediately address the severe humanitarian crisis that continues to unfold and echo his
concern about the escalating settler violence in the West Bank.

You can read the Foreign Secretary’s full statement, and my
intervention here.



https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2024-09-02/debates/8A9BED05-CD69-48B4-908E-8C291CF1A69A/Ukraine
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-09-02/debates/F5A06C09-84E1-4788-AF6F-E1560E2B25D3/MiddleEastUpdate

Grenfell Inquiry

| was present in the House of Commons chamber for the announcement of the second and
final report of the Grenfell Inquiry. For those of us with loved ones who live in high rise
buildings, who have lived in ones ourselves, and who woke to scenes of unimaginable horror
on the 14th of June 2017; the Prime Minister's statement was an important moment to
reflect and think about how we must endeavour to ensure a similar, avoidable, tragedy never
occurs again.

The Prime Minister was right to apologise on behalf of the state, but that does not deliver
justice. Where laws have been broken, prosecutions must follow; organisations and
individuals must be held to account.

My team have worked with Islington Council, housing associations, and the Department for
Housing, Communities and Local Government, to reduce the number of buildings in Islington
South and Finsbury with dangerous cladding from 31 in 2021, to just 4 to date. Our team will
continue to work with all key partners to ensure that this work is complete.

Looking ahead to Conference

With Labour Party Conference just over a week away, I'm looking forward to meeting with
local members and others from across the country at our first Conference in government
after almost 15 years.

I'll be speaking on a number of panels this year, including on Labour’'s ambitious foreign
policy plans with the Labour Foreign Policy Group, as well as the need for global action on
climate hosted by More in Common and WWEF. I'm also brushing up on my DJ skills ahead of
Labour Student’s annual Conference disco!

As always, keep an eye out for details from Andrew about CLP drinks, a wonderful
opportunity to catch up as we celebrate this histaric year. If you're not attending Conference
this year, make sure to read October’'s newsletter to see what we got up to!

There will also be a WhatsApp group for all of us who are
attending to keep in touch.




Podcasts

Over the summer | was pleased to be invited onto

some popular political podcasts.

In July, | appeared on Electoral Dysfunction with the
wonderful Beth Rigby and Ruth Davidson where we
discussed the King's Speech, my experience of
campaigning and the worrying rise of violence against

some politicians.
Listen here!

Earlier this month, | was a guest on my good friend lain
Dale’s For The Many podcast. Despite some initial
technical issues, we had a good chat on the publication
of the Grenfell Inquiry Report, what's been going on
since the election, and my ongoing bid to Chair the

Foreign Affairs Select Committee!
Listen Here!

I'll be on the airwaves with lain again next Monday, on

Cross Question on LBC at 8pm.
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29 August Black Arsenal book launch at
the Emirates Stadium

31 August Barnsbury Housing Association
funday

2 September Parliament returned from
Summer Recess

5 September Meeting with the Council
and Peabody on the Crest Buildings canal
fence

11 September Select Committee Chair
election day

2 September Spoke on Channel 4 News
and BBC Radio 4 The World Tonight about
the suspension of thirty arms licenses to
Israel

5 September Spoke on lain Dale’s For the
Many podcast about Labour’s plans, the
Grenfell Inquiry report and the Tory
leadership contest



https://open.spotify.com/episode/6NWdN9hHBrBf6tpzARk7C1?si=ZiOnP0FBS42of_yMugIGwQ
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0eDOzpP4mr1Xqf3C094Aap?si=xONhF6qlRJicKlza7Rrdug

