
Over the first week of November, De Beauvoir played
host to a bright pink and purple wind turbine called
Gusty! 

This turbine was built in a collaboration between
Octopus Energy, the Benyon Estate, and Hackney
Council.

On Friday the 8th I attended a reception – which was
powered exclusively by Gusty – alongside the
Secretary of State Ed Miliband, Octopus CEO Greg
Jackson, and Britian Remade’s Sam Richards, where I
heard about the hurdles those looking to build wind
farms face in some areas of the UK. It can take up to
11 years to get a wind farm up and running! 

Although temporary, Gusty was built in just two days
and shows what can be achieved. Where there is a
will there is a way!

Emily Thornberry MP
ISLINGTON SOUTH AND FINSBURY
N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 4  R e p o r t  

Gusty the Turbine

Gusty is an example of the positive, swift, and decisive action we can take to not only fight
against climate change and fossil fuel use, but also against high energy prices.
We have a duty to care for and protect the planet for future generations, and I am proud that
an example of how this can be achieved was built in De Beauvoir.



Remembrance Sunday
As we gathered to remember those who have given the
ultimate sacrifice, I was honoured to take part once
again in the Remembrance events happening around the
constituency. On Sunday, I attended the Islington Green
and Spa Green Remembrance Sunday services, where I
laid wreaths to commemorate the more than 9,000
service personnel from Islington killed in First World War,
and the 2,000 killed in the Second. 
 
With De Beauvoir forming the newest part of the
constituency, it was a fantastic privilege on Monday 11
November to be invited by Fr Cuff to the St Peter’s
Church War Memorial.  the First World War.  

While there I was shown around by Fiona Darbyshire,
who wrote the biographies of those on the memorial,
and I learnt of the brave sacrifices made by the young
men of De Beauvoir during the First World War.  

My committee meeting with a
Ukrainian delegation last week

Foreign Affairs Committee inquiries
This week the Foreign Affairs Committee held its first
public hearings of the new term. 

On Monday, we took evidence from Sir Philip Barton, the
Permanent Under-Secretary of the Foreign Office. I was
interested to hear what lessons he will take away from his
tenure when he retires in January. I also drilled into the
impact of the budget on the Foreign Office, while my
colleagues on the committee asked questions on topics
from the Afghanistan withdrawal to Britain’s soft power.

On Tuesday, we commenced our inquiry into the BBC world service, hearing from a range
of experts on soft power, disinformation, overseas language services and more. We are

also preparing to kick off an inquiry into what Britain can do to
contribute to a sustainable peace in the Middle East.



GP Nurse Maternity Terms and Conditions
I visited River Place GP to speak to both doctors and nurses about the disparity in
maternity pay and conditions faced by general practice nurses compared to their
colleagues.

Currently, NHS staff in secondary care are employed under ‘Agenda for Change’ pay
scales, terms, and conditions, which amongst other things, grant enhanced levels of
maternity pay and leave. GP nurses and admin staff are not covered by the ‘Agenda
for Change’ as they are employed directly by the General Practice – they are only
entitled to statutory maternity leave. By contrast, salaried GPs benefit from a
nationally negotiated contract with the NHS that sets maternity pay and conditions
at a comparable level to ‘Agenda for Change’ terms.

Many General Practice nurses work in environments alongside other nurses who are
employed with by the local NHS Trust, who have comparable jobs, but who are on
more favourable terms and conditions. 

With our manifesto push to introduce a Neighbourhood Health Service; it is likely
general practice nurses will increasingly work alongside a range of NHS employed
health professionals ranging from psychiatrists to physiotherapists. 

It is high time that this absolutely integral part of the health workforce is given parity
in maternity pay and conditions – the freedom to start a family without having to
look for another job. 

 I have written to Secretary of State
Wes Streeting and will be raising this
issue in the House of Commons
Chamber during the Department of
Health and Social Care Oral Questions. 

With GPs and staff from the River
Place practice



Girls football in Islington
This month I have been working with Ellen Maggs, former Arsenal and England Women’s
football player, and a local parent, to strengthen the pathway for girls in Islington to
progress from grassroots to District-level Football. This exciting project aims to address
the challenges girls face in accessing district football in Islington, which is an essential
stepping stone between grassroots play and academy- level training.

For more than 20 years, boys’ district football has thrived in Islington, providing young
players with vital opportunities to advance their skills. However, girls’ district football
only began 2 ½ years ago, thanks to Ellen, who recognised the gap and took it upon
herself to set it up. Last year, however, it faced the threat of closure due to a lack of
funding. Although temporary funds were secured, the program’s long-term
sustainability remains uncertain. 

Our aim is to build a robust and sustainable framework for Girl’s District Football in
Islington. 

Although this is about girl’s district football, it also speaks to the wider issue of gender
inequality. By addressing these challenges, we hope to not only strengthen the future of
girl’s football in Islington but also contribute to a more equitable playing field for all. 

In my meeting with Dawn Carter-McDonald we discussed provision for competitive girls’
football in Hackney, which is organised in a much better and more sustainable way. 

Any Questions?

I was very excited to visit Bath earlier this month in order
to be on the panel for BBC Radio 4’s Any Questions?
alongside Dame Harriet Baldwin MP, Lord Kim Darroch,
and Ann Widdicombe. You can listen here.

Two days after the US election, the topics were Trump,
Trump… and Trump! But there were also some
fascinating discussions on tuition fees, and how we can
better protect our kids online. Shows like Any Questions?
are a great opportunity to speak with people from across
the country on the issues of the day, so I really enjoy
taking part!
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0024p3n


Speaking on the BBC
US election results

programme

Speaking at a fundraiser for
Cambridge CLP

Speaking to students
from the boys’ and girls’

schools at the Central
Foundation Boys’ School

Launching the new living wage 
at Bird and Blend with Sadiq Khan

Meeting Hackney
Council CEO Dawn
Carter-Macdonald

What else I’ve been up to this month

Speaking at an Embassy
Network event



Diary

Constituency Parliament

17 Oct - Spoke to students at the Central
Foundation Boys’ School
18 Oct - Meeting about girls’ district
football in Islington
19 Oct - Meeting at Winton School
23 Oct - Visit to River Place Practice to 
meet with GPs
23 Oct - Lunch of the new London Living
Wage with Sadiq Khan on Camden Passage

1 Nov - Surgery at St Luke’s
4 Nov - Launch of the De Beauvoir wind
turbine, ‘Gusty’ 
9 Nov - Surgery at the Town Hall
9 Nov - Meeting with the Islington climate
coalition
10 Nov - Remembrance Sunday at the
Town Hall and Spa Green
11 Nov - Visit to the St Peter’s Church War
Memorial in De Beauvoir

18 Oct - Spoke at an event for international
Embassy Staff in London
21 Oct - Meeting with Hong Kong Watch about
BN(0) visa holders in the constituency
22 Oct - Meeting with the Norwegian Refugee
Council
23 Oct - Meeting with Jimmy Lai’s brother,
Sebastien Lai and Jimmy’s lawyers
25 Oct - Meeting with the Jordanian Foreign
Minister
29 Oct - Meeting with the French Ambassador,
Helene Duchene
30 Oct - Meeting with the Palestinian
Ambassador, Husam Zumlot

5 Nov - Meeting with the family of Alaa Abd El-
Fattah about his case
12 Nov - Foreign Affairs Committee away day
12 Nov - Dinner with Arab Ambassadors
18 Nov - First formal hearing of the Foreign
Affairs Committee, with Sir Philip Barton
19 Nov - Foreign Affairs Committee hearing into
the BBC World Service

Media

16 Oct - Today Programme
21 Oct - Sophy Ridge and LBC Cross
Question

5 Nov - BBC Radio 4 Today, BBC election
results programme, Channel 4 election
results programme, and ITV Peston on the
US elections
8 Nov - Any Questions in Bath


