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2024: The year we elected a Labour government

2024 was the year that we finally elected a Labour government.

In the six months since the General Election, we have been working tirelessly to repair our
broken inheritance from the Tories. We have banned fire and rehire and zero-hours contracts.
We have begun to bring our railways back into public ownership. We have invested billions in
the NHS and started to build a National Care Service. And we have introduced planning
reform to end the housing crisis which we all feel so keenly here in Islington.

| travelled to 40 constituencies to campaign in 2024, from East Thanet to Central Ayrshire. |
am particularly grateful to all of you who made the substantial trip to our twinned seat in
Dover and Deal. It's thanks to your hard work that new Labour MP Mike Tapp won a 21%
swing. Throughout the campaign | was constantly being told of how hard Islington South &
Finsbury CLP was working in Dover and Deal.

We must not forget local electoral success. In May, the newest part of our constituency, De
Beauvoir, elected Labour councillor Jasmine Martins to Hackney Council. We also held onto
Labour councillors in the Hillrise and Junction by-elections in the north of the borough despite
strong challenges from Green and Independent candidates.

That success is testament to the impact of our brilliant Labour council. But we mustn’t forget
the fate of strong Labour candidates in ‘safe’ Labour wards across the border in Hackney,
who lost their seats to Green challengers this year. Under a Labour government, it is
inevitable that small parties and independents will develop some local strength. We will face
greater electoral challenges this year and next, for which we must be prepared.

Of course, the year also brought personal disappointment when | was not asked to join the
Cabinet after eight-and-a-half unbroken years in the Shadow Cabinet. But | was proud to be
elected Chair of the Commons Foreign Affairs Committee in September and | feel sure that |
have landed the greatest job in Parliament - second only to representing you as your MP.

They year finished with a pleasant surprise as | found myself given a damehood in the New
Year's Honours list in recognition of political and public service. But my deepest honour is to
be entering my twentieth year as your MP.

=2




General election

We did it! 2024 was the year that finally marked the beginning of undoing 14 years of
Tory decline and degradation. Their stranglehold on the country was broken because of
the hard yards put in by labour activists on the ground. We could not have done it
without you!

| travelled the length and breadth of the country, from Central Ayrshire to East Thanet,
from Chelsea & Fulham to Crewe and Carlisle. In each constituency | visited, | was
greeted by enthusiastic Labour activists who were ready to spread the positive message
of change and give up their time to support the general election campaign. But, of all the
Labour activists that | campaigned with, none knocked doors harder, gave their time
more willingly, or were happier to go the extra mile than volunteers, activists and
councillors from Islington South and Finsbury. Who not only came to our campaign
sessions every day, but also travelled to support others in Dover & Deal, Chelsea &
Fulham, Kensington & Bayswater and across Britain. | am immensely lucky to represent
this constituency and to be able to rely on such fantastic activists.

We take this victory and mandate humbly
and must now turn towards delivery. The
stakes have never been higher now that we
have the opportunity, and power, to turn
this country around - we must not be
complacent. In 2026, every London borough
will hold whole council elections - Islington
council seats will be up, and we will be
fighting every seat as if it was a marginal.

Thank you for all your hard work in 2024 and
| am in no doubt that I will be with you on

the doorstep again very soon!




FAC work

When | became Chair of Parliament’s Foreign Affairs

Select Committee in September, foreign policy was
dominating the news agenda. Little has changed in
the four months since.

My committee hit the ground running. In our first six
weeks, we opened inquiries into the BBC World
Service and the Israel-Palestine conflict; in particular,
Britain’'s role and leverage in the region. Since then,
we have heard again and again from expert
witnesses that British support to help end the warin
Gaza has too often come too little too late.
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We also heard early on from the Foreign Secretary, ! :

. . . Talking disinformation and Ukraine with
David Lammy. | asked him about sanctions, as well as a delegation from Maldova
British support for a sustainable ceasefire in —

Lebanon. You can watch that hearing here.

In the last two weeks, we have opened two new
inquiries. One will look at Britain’s soft power, which
we kicked off by hearing from the British Council
about the challenging financial situation in which
they find themselves.

The other will look at Disinformation, including how
both state and non-state actors like Elon Musk use
their platforms and algorithms to subvert
democracy.

If you would like to submit evidence to either of

those inquiries, you can do so here.

Holding meetings at the Foreign Office



https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/0aaa76c5-cc21-4219-8ade-28b673524538
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/78/foreign-affairs-committee

Labour Party Conference 2024

Labour Conference is always the highlight of my year.
As | wrote to you in October, | was there to celebrate
and nobody was going to stop me - not even three
days of driving Scouse rain.

It was one of my busiest conferences ever. | took part
in four panels, hosted by organisations including
CARE International, IPPR and Maore In Common. |
spoke at six receptions and dinners, all of them
covering Labour's foreign policy and international
development. In between all that, | appeared on three
different podcasts and did the BBC Broadcasting
House paper review live from Liverpool.

Most importantly, | caught up with all of you -
whether at the CLP drinks on Sunday or at events

throughout the weekend.

I'm already counting down the days until I'm back in

Liverpool this year...

‘Oh God! What Now?’ live Doing the Paper Review
podcast recording on BBC Radio 4's
Broadcasting House

e e ot

On the Political Fourcast podcast with
Krishnan Guru-Murthy and Katy Balls

Speaking on a panel with IPPR and Lloyds
on Labour’s ‘Progressive Realism’

Speaking on a panel on Labour’s foreign
policy and international development
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Community Engagement

I've hosted advice surgeries at the Town hall for nearly
20 years. Helping constituents with casework is one of
the most important parts of being an MP. In 2024, we
decided that on top of our usual surgeries, we would
roam around lIslington South and Finsbury to reach
those who might normally struggle to get out.

We hosted Coffee Mornings at various community
centres, and held roaming surgeries, where we’d
discuss with residents any issues they needed
assistance with.

To kick 2025 off with a bang we hosted a Coffee
Morning at The Cribb on the De Beauvoir Estate.
Janette and the team at the Crib are a fantastic asset
to De Beauvair.

Arbitrary detention

Cllr Martins, Clir Walker and Emily in
De Beauvoir

| have been privileged to meet some of the brave
relatives of British nationals wrongly detained
abroad. From Sebastian Lai, the son of Jimmy Lai
detained in Hong Kong, to Sanaa Seif, the sister of
Alaa Abd El-Fattah, imprisoned in Egypt.

Hearing the details of their captivity, and seeing the
plight of their relatives who just want them home,
such as Alaa’s mother, Leila, who is over 100 days
into a hunger strike, is incredibly moving.

In a debate on arbitrary detention in Parliament, |
called on the UK Government to follow the US
example and appoint a special envoy focused on
getting these British nationals released. You can
watch my contribution here.

Speaking in a debate on arbitrary

detention
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https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/8794d569-9799-4d03-8d87-1e2e7fab059b?in=12:37:17

Casework

This year, my team have actions 13,214
casework enquiries and 5,936 policy inquiries.

As you can see from the pie chart, a vast
majority of the cases that my office receives
are about housing.

This could be a need to be re-housed,
homelessness, a repairs issue, damp and
mould, leasehold issues, or no-fault evictions...

We work closely with Islington Council and
many of the Housing Associations that provide
social housing to ensure that these issues are
dealt with and handled with care.

Casework Enquiries

48% Housin
10% Asylum
7% Crime
5% Culture and Sport

4% Welfare

4% Transport

3% Business

3% health

3% Education

<3% Local Govt / Employment / Communities /
HMRC / Other

Visits to Paris, Brussels and Jordan

Last week, my committee visited Paris
and Brussels. We held meetings with | |
senior EU and diplomatic officials; talked
disinformation and the EU-UK
relationship; and visited NATO HQ.

When | returned on Thursday, | headed
straight off to Jordan - via a pit-stop to
hold a coffee morning in De Beauvoir -
alongside a small group of MPs.

We met King Abdullah II, with whom we
discussed how to get aid into Gaza and
secure a viable Palestinian state, as well |
as the importance of a stable and !
inclusive government in Syria. We also
visited an UNRWA camp and the Syrian
border.

At NATO HQ in Brussels
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Meeting the Jordanian King
and Crown Prince

A feast of sheep’s head on
the Jordanian-Syrian border
with the Jordanian Army




The year in Islington South,
Finsbury & De Beauvoir

Shadowing a shift with paramedics
from the Islington Ambulance Centre

Speaking to City University

students about my career Launching the new Overground line

names at Highbury & Islington with
Sadiq Khan

Celebrating International Women's Supporting new Labour

Day at 5t Luke’s Community Centre Councillor Jasmine Visiting Clerkenwell businesses with Central

Martir_ls in the D_e District BID
Beauvair by-election

Visiting the new East and South East
Asian Community Centre in De Beauvoir
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Meeting voters on Camden Trying my hand on the new parcel Visiting Super Laundry on Roman Way
Passage during the election sorting machine at Mount Pleasant




The year in campaigning

A . "
With Alan Gemmell in Central Ayrshire With Michael Payne (Gedling) and

Michelle Welsh (Sherwood Forest)

With Alison Hume
in Scarborough
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In Redcar with
Anna Turley

With Matt Turmaine in Watford

With Samantha Niblett in
South Derbyshire

With Adam Jogee
in Newcastle-
Under-Lyme

With Cllr Debbie

Whitwaorth in Olney
(Milton Keynes N)

With Polly Billington and Abena
With Joe Powell in Kensington ~ OPPOng-Asare in East Thanet

| visited 40 constituencies in 202!
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