
Constituency Report (October 2021) 

Labour Party Conference 
It was so good to attend the Labour Party Conference in Brighton 

last month! After a year away, it was wonderful to get back out 

there in-person, meeting with friends old and new. Thank you to 

everyone who came over to say ‘hello’. I have so missed meeting 

with Labour members during the pandemic. There is only so 

much connection you can make through Zoom! 

I had a busy and fulfilling Conference. I was proud to be there as 

Labour’s Shadow International Trade Secretary, continuously 

making the case for an international trade policy that prioritises 

the rights of workers, considers the climate crisis, and puts 

human rights at its heart.  

During my event with the New Statesman, entitled ‘Putting 

Human Rights at the Heart of Trade Policy’, I made a policy 

announcement, alongside the publication of a new report, 

entitled ’Force for Good’, which you can read here.  

I announced that a future Labour government will impose the 

same legal controls on the provision of military and police training 

to overseas forces as are currently applied to the export of arms. 

You can read my speech during this event in full here.  

And as I said in my Times Red Box article about Labour Party 

Conference on 30 September: “We’ve seen policies announced, 

from housing to high streets and schools to mental health, which 

relate to the real problems facing our communities and will give 
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our candidates and volunteers a positive message to take 

to the doorstep in the coming months about the change we 

can deliver. 

“We’ve seen a Labour Party which is not just standing up for 

nurses, teachers and factory-workers, as our movement has 

always done, but much more clearly on the side of 

business, our armed forces, our police and our farmers 

than anything we will see from the Tories. [...]” 

Congratulations to Keir for an excellent first in-person 

Conference, complete with a principled and positive speech. 

I was so deeply shocked and saddened to hear of the death of Sir David Amess MP on 15 October, who 

was killed whilst fulfilling his duty of public service at a constituency surgery in Southend-on-Sea. In these 

dark times, our democracy and elected representatives need the support of good people. Ever since this 

terrible event, the people I’ve met have gone out of their way to show me kindness and I have received 

many messages of support — I cannot thank you enough. As was the case following the senseless murder 

of Labour MP Jo Cox in 2016, Sir David’s death has sparked a debate into MPs’ safety, one which it is  

important to have. Please be assured that my security arrangements are being reviewed. My thoughts 

continue to be with Sir David’s family, staff, friends, and nearest and dearest. May he rest in peace. 
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Conference Engagements 

Saturday 25 September  

Exhibition Stands Tour 

London Reception 

South West Reception  

Community Union Reception  

 

Sunday 26 September 

Spoke on a Human Rights and     

Corporate Supply Chains Panel 

Times Radio 

Spoke on a SERA Panel   

Rose Network Welcome Reception  

Monday 27 September 

Spoke at a Stronger Together Event 

Boosting British Business Abroad 

Roundtable 

Media Round (Reuters, Politics Live,   

Times Radio, ITV News, BBC News) 

My Event on Human Rights and Trade   

with the New Statesman 

Business and International Reception 

Spoke at a SERA Rally on                             

A Fairer and Greener Recovery 

Spoke on an NFU Panel 

During the Conference recess, there was no shortage of interna-

tional trade news stories to respond to.  

On 1 October, I released a statement on the government’s deci-

sion to finally introduce a special helpline and online service to 

support businesses in their trade with Europe. I had urged the 

government to put this service in place last November, in prepa-

ration for 1 January 2021.  

On the same day, I wrote a letter to Anne-Marie Trevelyan, in 

light of her Department’s refusal to answer questions on Brexit 

International Trade Work 

Tuesday 28 September 

Meeting with the EU Ambassador  

Meeting with Professor Richardo Crescenzi 

Meeting with the New Zealand High 

Commission 

Bloomberg Business Engagement       

Trade Lunch 

Meeting with the Canadian High 

Commissioner  

Spoke on a TheCityUK and                      

New Statesman Panel 

Spoke at a Labour Party Northern Ireland 

Event 

Spoke at the Labour Business Reception 

 

Wednesday 29 September 

Facebook Livestream with FleetStreetFox 

Rose Network Leader’s Speech Brunch 

National Campaign Day 

On 2 October, Labour’s post-Conference National Campaign 

Day took place. I had a great afternoon campaigning in 

Kenton West with Harrow Labour. Despite the rain, 

members were out in force! It was a pleasure to be out on 

the Labour Doorstep with these hardworking activists. This 

Campaign Day focused on Labour’s plans to make sure that 

every child leaves school life-ready. 

Campaigning in Kenton West, 2 October 

during International Trade Questions. It was only on 8 

October, following receipt of my letter, that the Department 

backtracked on this decision… 

On 8 October, I reacted to the government’s proposed trade 

deal with the Gulf States, and wrote a letter to Nadine Dorries 

about the UK’s data regulation regime.  

On 14 October, I spoke to Sky News about how vitally 

important it is to put the climate crisis at the centre of trade 

deals, and how disappointing it is that the government is not. 

Speaking on a SERA Panel 

about overseas aid and 

trade. Pictured here with 

Hannah Rich from Christians 

on the Left, Mark Sheard 

from World Vision and   

Shadow International       

Development Secretary, 

Preet Gill, 26 September 



International Trade and Work in Parliament 

25-29 September: Labour Party Conference in Brighton 

1 October: Letter to Anne-Marie Trevelyan on Brexit 

responsibilities 

2 October: Campaigned in Kenton West for National 

Campaign Day 

5 October: Attended Reception to Celebrate the National 

Day of Taiwan 

8 October: Letter to Nadine Dorries on the UK’s data 

regulation regime 

11 October: Meeting with Simon Usherwood on the 

Northern Ireland Protocol; Meeting with the IfG on the 

Northern Ireland Protocol 

12 October: Spoke at a War Child Event; Keynote Speech 

to the SMMT; Meeting with the Food and Drink Federation  

14 October: Meeting with the EU Commission on the 

Northern Ireland Protocol 

 

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA           thornberrye@parliament.uk         020 7697 9307 (2-5pm on Mon, Tues, Thurs) 

 

Constituency 

29 Wednesday: Whittington Health AGM 

1 October: Visited the City of London Primary Academy 

4 October: Meeting with C&I on the Joint Mental Health 

Provider Review 

8 October: St Luke’s Surgery 

9 October: Surgery at the Town Hall 

 

Media 

30 September: The Times: Red Box – “We have a real 

chance to keep the forward momentum going” 

7 October: Evening Standard – “[There is] a question of 

morality” 

10 October: Andrew Marr Show 

14 October: Sky News; ITV News; Times Radio; LBC 

14 October: Sky News – “It’s really shocking” 

14 October: Express – “They are preparing to sell out our 
farming communities” 

 

 

 

 

 

Waiting with Ed Miliband to hear Keir’s            

Leader’s Speech, 29 September 

Diary 

Speaking to War Child about how trade can               

be a force for good, 12 October 

Celebrating the 110th National Reception of the 

Republic of China (Taiwan), 5 October 

Doing the media round, starting off on Sky News      

Breakfast with Kay Burley, 14 October 


