
Constituency Report (February 2021) 

Coronavirus Vaccine 

On 5 February, I visited my local COVID vaccination centre in 

Islington, the Bingfield Primary Care centre. It was a joy to meet 

the staff and volunteers working on the vaccine rollout in our 

community. The centre was highly organised, safe and caring - a 

real ray of hope in these dark times. 

In Islington, all older people’s care home and extra care 

residents have now been offered their first vaccination, as have 

all residents in mental health care homes. Additionally, more 

than 15,000 residents have received their first jab through 

primary care in Islington. I am so proud of the over 200 

volunteers who have stepped up to support the vaccination 

programme in Islington. 

There are over 250 health staff helping with the vaccine in 

Islington. I spoke to some during my visit who were honest 

about how profoundly tired they were, but determined to defeat 

the virus.  

It is so important that we all step up to take our vaccine when it 

is our turn. If you are, or you know, an Islington resident over 70 

who has not yet been invited for their first vaccination then you 

can get that sorted by ringing 119. For everyone else, the NHS 

will let you know when it is your turn to have the vaccine. It is 

important not to contact the NHS for a vaccination before then.  

With staff and volunteers at Bingfield Primary Care Centre, 5 

February 

You can find out more information about vaccines here. 

Chatting with Islington Young Labour, 2 February 

On 2 February, I really enjoyed spending time with Islington 

Young Labour. After a deep and thoughtful discussion of housing, 

support for the self employed, low traffic neighbourhoods, and 

the future of the Union, it was great fun to judge the virtual draw-

ing competition, as well as choose the animal to be drawn.  

I was pleased to see how  young members threw themselves into 

depictions of orangutans, a very topical animal in international 

trade. Where there is discussion of trade in palm oil, the orangu-

tan is never far away! 

Islington Young Labour Event 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/


Labour North East Women’s Suffrage Event 

Genocide Debate and Lords Amendments to the Trade Bill 

On 6 February , I had the great pleasure of kicking off Labour 

North’s phone banking session in support of some fantastic 

women candidates in the North East. Saturday 6 February was 

also the 103rd anniversary of the Representation of the People 

Act which gave some women the right to vote. 

I decided to take the opportunity to share some wonderful stories 

of women pioneers from the North East who fought for the right 

of women to vote. I believe that their stories should be better 

recognised and  frequently retold, so I shared what I know. You 

can read more about five feminists from the North of England, 

who fought for the right for women to vote- five inspirational 

women-  here. 
Speaking at the Labour North East Women’s Suffrage Event, 

6 February  

In my January report, I wrote about the Lords amendments to the 

Trade Bill. I explained that votes on the amendments came very 

close, particularly on what the media have called the ‘genocide 

amendment’ which came within 11 votes of passing. I stressed 

that Labour would continue to fight for what’s right when the 

Trade Bill returned to the House of Commons in February.  

As you may have heard, the issue of the Uighurs was discussed 

again in the House of Commons on 9 February, when we debated 

proposed Lords amendments to the Trade Bill for a second time.  

Shamefully, the government decided to play procedural games 

and Parliament was denied a straight vote on the so called 

'genocide amendment'. That would have allowed our courts to 

rule on whether what is happening to the Uighurs should be 

classed as genocide, and obliged the government to consider the 

consequences for any future trade deal with China. 

I am very disappointed that the government denied Parliament a 

voice and a vote on this issue. I will continue to demand that our 

trade deals overseas should uphold both our standards and 

our values, and most fundamental of all, that the UK should 

not give preferential terms of trade to countries who are com-

mitting abhorrent acts of genocide. I was unsuccessful with 

my arguments in the Commons but this fight continues, and I 

will continue to lead it for Labour. You can watch my speech 

here.  

Genocide Debate in the Commons, 9 February 

Speaking at the LCHR Human Rights & Trade Panel, 1 February 

On 1 February, a week before the Trade Bill Genocide Amendment 

came back to the Commons, I took part in a panel discussion held 

by the Labour Campaign for Human Rights. You can watch a clip 

from the discussion here. 

I spoke about the long overdue action the government must take to 

protect the Uighurs, and hold to account those responsible for the 

terrible crimes committed against them. 

LCHR Human Rights and Trade Panel  

https://www.facebook.com/EmilyThornberryLabour/posts/4031967840186566
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/3fe69d46-d874-4cf6-abbf-caf04ee4b163?in=16:47:38
https://twitter.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1357021325852880897


International Trade and Work in Parliament 

28 January: Video Call with UK Steel 

1 February: Letter to Secretary of State for International 

Trade, Liz Truss on Banning Fur Imports 

1 February: Labour Campaign for Human Rights’ Human 

Rights and Trade Panel 

2 February: Video Call with Sam Lowe 

2 February: Zoom Roundtable with AstraZeneca 

5 February: Video Call with David Henig 

5 February: Letter to Liz Truss on Suspending Arms Sales 

to Saudi Arabia 

9 February: Genocide Debate and Lord’s Amendments to 

the Trade Bill in the Commons 

10 February: Video Call with Trades Union Congress 

11 February: Meeting with Meat & Livestock Australia and 

former Australian High Commissioner 

12 February: Video Call with Peter Ungphakorn 

15 February: Cross-party letter to Liz Truss regarding 

Trade Oral Questions on Problems Facing British 

Exporters Trading with Europe  

 

In the constituency 

29 January: Briefing on COVID-19 for London MPs 

2 February: Chat with Islington Young Labour  

5 February: Visit to COVID-19 Vaccination Centre at 

Bingfield Primary Care Centre.  

5 February: Virtual meeting with the Headteacher of 

Sacred Heart Primary School, Holloway. 

11 February: Virtual meeting with the Headteacher of 

Hugh Myddleton Primary 

12 February: Briefing on COVID-19 from Health Minister 

12 February: Meeting with Canalside Leaseholders about 

Fire Safety 

 

 

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA           thornberrye@parliament.uk         020 7697 9307 (2-5pm on Mon, Tues, Thurs) 

 

Media 

6 February: Labour North East Women’s Suffrage Event  

9 February: LBC Radio with Iain Dale  

10 February: BBC Politics Live 

15 February: Article on Robin Cook’s Legacy and Ending 

Arms Sales to Saudi Arabia in The New Statesman 

Diary 

Speaking to Jo Coburn on BBC Politics Live, 10 February 

At Bingfield Primary Care Centre, 5 February 

This orangutan from the virtual drawing competition with  

Islington Young Labour on 2 February really cheered me up! 

https://twitter.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1356199918772379648
https://twitter.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1357021325852880897
https://twitter.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1357021325852880897
https://www.facebook.com/EmilyThornberryLabour/posts/4024562600927090
https://www.facebook.com/EmilyThornberryLabour/posts/4037271162989567
https://twitter.com/EmilyThornberry/status/1361340770033270785
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKzSD2XlsbJ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.facebook.com/EmilyThornberryLabour/posts/4024397884276895
https://www.facebook.com/EmilyThornberryLabour/posts/4031780276871989
https://www.facebook.com/EmilyThornberryLabour/posts/4031967840186566
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000s5yw/politics-live-10022021
https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/uk/2021/02/honour-robin-cook-s-legacy-we-must-end-scandal-secretive-uk-arms-sales

