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Islington South and Finsbury

for food are continuing to grow. As with everywhere in
Islington | have visited during the pandemic, it was great to

see people out volunteering and giving what they can.

Our local community is doing us proud whilst the
government is shamefully refusing to keep the £20 uplift to
Universal Credit, allowing private companies to rip off
families entitled to free school meals, and failing to provide

all children with the technology they need to effectively

learn from home. Many constituents have written to me

With volunteers at The Ringcross foodbank, 23 December

about keeping the £20 uplift to Universal Credit. You can
At the beginning of this year, Boris Johnson announced that a59 my response to those constituentgere.

England was to enter its third national lockdown. Coronavirus _ ) ]
] ) . ] N ) ) There is now light at the end of the tunnel, with the rollout
cases in this country weréi and still are i at an alltime high
) ) ) of the Coronavirus vaccine well underway. But until our
and it was clear that the government needed to act immediately _
) i lives can return to normal, we must continue to look out for
to save lives and prevent our NHS from becoming overwhelmed. . _ _
each other from a safe distance, be kind to our neighbours,

Lockdown is hard on all of us, but it is much more difficult for 3 4 r emember that the hard

some people than others. Last March, the government seemed gz

to recognise this, providing Universal Credit claimants with a §
£20 uplift to their benefits.

This extra money has helped cover the cost of bills for some of .|
our societyf6s poorest househoit

many have still had to rely on foodbanks for their meals.

Over Christmas, | helped deliver food parcels to households «Q ? a3
across Islington with The Ringcross foodbank, where the queues Wise WOde from Goswell Street Cafe, 17 January

Fire Safety in Tower Blocks

As | wrote in my October report last year, there needs to be ro- Over the past three years, | have been pressing Ministers to
bust regulations in place to ensure that blocks of flats are not resolve this crisis, but to no avail. | wrote a letter to the Sec-
clad with materials which might be a fire risk, and housing pro- retary of State in October, which you can redekre. | have

viders need to take steps to unsure that the homes they are now written to the Secretary of State again, making it clear
providing are safe. | know that there have been unacceptable that more government money is needed to renew cladding
delays, meaning that temporary fire protection measures are still and to make flat blocks safe. Leaseholders and Housing
in place on many blocks, and leaseholders are facing large bills Associations cannot be left to foot this bill. You can read my

whilst being unable to sell their homes. latest letter on this issuehere.


https://www.emilythornberry.com/policy/2021/01/20/letter-to-constituents-on-the-20-uplift-to-universal-credit/
https://www.emilythornberry.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/381/2020/10/Letter-to-SoS-on-Cladding.pdf
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/EsXDflLW8AAwV9D?format=jpg&name=large

Fabians New Year Conference and US Politics

On 16 January, | spoke on a panel at the Fabians New YeafThankfully, on 20 January, we were able to watch another tyj
Conference called 6Bi den vs of histormpeing maslevehennlee Bidem and Kdmala Harris we
Leftd. You c aherewsaidthérfollomyng: p a n e sworn in as the 46th President and 49th Vice President of thi

R : . _United States. | thought President Biden delivered a wonderf
0[ The US Presidential El ection was Dby Donald Trumpos
. . . speech on unity. We all benefit when we put ourselves |
design a referendum on himself. He deliberately turned the _
L ) ) ) someone else's shoes, even just for a moment.
election into a choice about whether you stood with him or

against him, and whether you accepted the crude and naked ‘-—

lie that supporting him was equivalent to supporting America.

oOVoters t ur n e éreaking thumbers tor rejacto r , F - '
continued division and hatred, and to endorse an opponent in _ . 1

Capitol in a direct attack against US democracy. It was an

Joe Biden who offered an ent -

-y . /‘
January 2021 was a tumultuous month for US politics, starting ¥ ' e I
on 6 January when a mob of Trump supporters stormed the ; ‘ ‘ S / !

incredibly dangerous situation for all involved. Speaking at the Fabians New Year Conference, 16 January

Global Britain Debate and Lords Amendments to the Trade Bill

On 11 January, a&eneral Debate on Global Britaiwas held in it returned to the House of Commons, ranging from provisions

the House of Commons. Dur i ngtomgtectsipnarerighis,our highstartdadrds,rthe NHS| and thed
position on trade, which also spoke to théords amendments environment, to provisions to prevent our children from online

to the Trade Bilwhich | later defended on 19 January: harms, and to increase parliamentary scrutiny of trade deals.

ONo matter how desperate t hé&oteg onvtieeramendmerts came ingrediblyhciose, particdaunly
not be allowed to do deals at any price. Deals must not comeonthesoc al | ed ©6genoci de amendme
at the cost of domestic British jobs and business. They must votes of passing. Please be assured that Labour will continue
not come at the cost of our farmers and our food standards. t o f i gh't for what ds right v
They must not come at the cost of our ability to protect the House of Commons next month.

NHS from marketisation or put environmental protection be-
fore corporate profits. They must not come at the cost of our
principles when it comes to human rights, democratic free-

doms and the future of the p

You can watch that part of my speechere.

\ . :
Debate on the Lords amendments to the Trade Bill, 19 Januar

DIT Questions

On 14 January, | asked Liz Truss where the Economic Impa

Labour supported 8 Lords amendments to the Trade Bill when

Assessment is for the UKEU Deal. You can watch me do so

here.

In response to what should have been a simple question, she
told me to ask the Cabinet Office, before backtracking and
L claiming that the Economic Impact Assessment doesn't matter
DIT Questions14 January as the UKEU Deal has already passed. This is unacceptable.



https://fabians.org.uk/events/feps-fabian-new-year-conference-2021-rebuilding-choices-for-the-left/
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/8a6f2455-d51c-43bc-97f1-b534bc07d964?in=18:28:11&out=20:00:23
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/25c66f34-1e7a-4045-bd91-7e50083d25e9?in=13:55:58&out=17:53:23
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/25c66f34-1e7a-4045-bd91-7e50083d25e9?in=13:55:58&out=17:53:23
https://www.facebook.com/142202379163151/videos/426529171829301
https://www.facebook.com/142202379163151/videos/440816447109871
https://www.facebook.com/142202379163151/videos/880534859452291
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/80be651b-a5d0-42df-bb35-c6deacabe29f?in=09:34:08&out=10:33:54

International Trade and Work in Parliament Media
16 December: Video call with the Green Alliance

29 December: Meeting with the M5

29 December: Video call with Food and Drink Federation

11 January:General Debate on Global Britain

14 January:DIT Questions

16 January: Spoke on a panel at thEabians New Year
Conference

Kicking off the morning media round for the Trade Bill at
19 January:Consideration of Lords amendments to the Trade  Sky News, 19 January
Bill

20 January: Video call with War Child

19 January: Sky Newé o0l hope America w

21 January: Virtual visit to the Scottish Whiskey Association i i i
new phase in its history. o

with Keir Starmer

21 January: Spoke to the Industry Forum 19 January: BBC Radio 4 Today

21 January: Video call with Common Wealth 19 January:Times Radio

22 January: Video call with the NFU 19 January: ITV News
25 January: Video call with Sam Lowe 19 January: LBC Radio

26 January: Spoke on a War Child panel

In the constituency

17 December: Spoke to Mike Cooke, Chair of North Central
London Integrated Care

18 December: Briefing on COVH® for London MPs
4 January: Briefing on COWD® from the Health Minister

8 January: Briefing on COVAD® for London MPs
Speaking on a War Child panel about the current priorities

27 January: Islington Holocaust Memorial Day Service of the Shadow Cabinet on human rights, 26 January

27 January: National Holocaust Memorial Day Ceremony

General Debate on Global Britain, 25 January It snowed in London! Vidnstagram, 24 January

House of Commons, London SW1A O0AA ShomrobeMoyec @pale $ )



https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/8a6f2455-d51c-43bc-97f1-b534bc07d964?in=18:28:11&out=20:00:23
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/80be651b-a5d0-42df-bb35-c6deacabe29f?in=09:34:08&out=10:33:54
https://fabians.org.uk/events/feps-fabian-new-year-conference-2021-rebuilding-choices-for-the-left/
https://fabians.org.uk/events/feps-fabian-new-year-conference-2021-rebuilding-choices-for-the-left/
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/25c66f34-1e7a-4045-bd91-7e50083d25e9?in=13:55:58&out=17:53:23
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/25c66f34-1e7a-4045-bd91-7e50083d25e9?in=13:55:58&out=17:53:23
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/radio/show/20210119-4164/2021-01-19
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKbmNxsF_Hu/

