
Annual Report (2020) 

Coronavirus 

We have never had a year like 2020 and I hope we never will 

again. Because of the Coronavirus, the way we live our lives 

has had to change. Many of us have had to adapt to remote 

working (myself included!) and our ability to meet with friends 

and family, attend cultural and social events, and travel 

without constraint across the UK and beyond has been 

limited.  

For some, lockdown has been very difficult. The number of 

people who have lost their jobs or struggled to keep their 

businesses afloat during this time has been devastating. 

Feelings of loneliness and isolation have become 

commonplace. People have made huge sacrifices people to 

protect others — which is what makes the government’s 

mishandling of the pandemic even more frustrating.   

Reselection 

Leadership Bid 

Tragically, over 50,000 people have so far died in the 

UK after contracting the Coronavirus. My thoughts are 

with their loved ones. 

During my fifteen years as an MP, I have never been 

prouder to represent the people of Islington South and 

Finsbury. Throughout these difficult times, I have 

witnessed our community has come together to provide 

support to those in need. It has been heart-warming.   

Next year, I hope that our lives will be able to return to 

normal. But for now, let’s continue to keep our distance 

to protect each other from this terrible virus. Please be 

assured that Labour will continue to hold the Tories to 

account for their abysmal response to the pandemic. 

If you require assistance as a result of the pandemic, 

please contact me using the details provided at the end 

As I reflect on this past year, I must start by looking back on 

my campaign for the Labour leadership.  

I explained during my campaign that I believed that I was the 

woman with the skills, the values and the vision to stand up 

Launching my campaign for the Labour leadership in my 

hometown of Guildford, 17 January 

and lead the fight against Boris Johnson and his 

wretched Tory government. And although I was unsuc-

cessful, this year I have continued to demonstrate my 

passion and pride to serve my party and support our 

members, in my role as the Shadow Foreign Secretary 

and now as the Shadow Secretary for International 

Trade.  

I am so proud to have been the only candidate in the 

race who secured nominations from all four nations of 

the UK. I made new friends around the country and met 

so many dedicated campaigners, who may have been 

deflated by last year’s election result, but who are deter-

mined to fight back.  

I remain very grateful for the support that I had from my 

wonderful CLP and to my brilliant team for their energy, 

enthusiasm and ideas throughout the campaign.  

I wish Keir and Angela all the best as they continue to 

lead the Labour Party we all love so much.  



In Parliament 

Campaigning — I spent much of January and February 

visiting CLPs across the country. I thoroughly enjoyed 

answering questions from a wide range of members. It is 

clearer to me than ever that our activists are the key to 

winning back trust in our communities.  

Peace in the Middle East — On 30 January, I asked an 

Urgent Question about why the Prime Minister and the 

Foreign Secretary had actively welcomed Donald 

Trump’s so-called ‘peace deal’ in the Middle East. I said 

it was a ‘betrayal of decades of consensus, across this 

House and from one Government to another, that we 

should unswervingly and neutrally support progress 

towards a two-state solution, a prospect that this plan 

permanently rips away.’ 

Climate change — On 4 February, I challenged the 

government on Boris Johnson’s hypocrisy over climate 

change. The government cannot tackle global warming 

while doing trade deals that will make the crisis worse. 

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe — On 2 March, I made a plea 

to the Iranian authorities: show some humanity, 

compassion and generosity, and let Nazanin come 

home. Later that month, Nazanin was temporarily 

released from prison due to the Coronavirus outbreak in 

Iran. She has since been under house arrest at her 

parents’ home in Tehran, but she now faces fresh, 

unwarranted charges of undermining the Iranian state. 

The way Nazanin has been treated is horrific and we 

must not stop fighting for her release until she is back 

home in London with her loving family. 

I attended Care International’s #March4Women on 8 

March to fight for both climate and gender justice 

alongside a host of familiar faces!  

Brits stranded abroad — On 17 March,  tens of thousands 

of British nationals were stranded abroad due to the 

Coronavirus pandemic, who urgently needed government 

advice and support to help them get home. I raised this 

issue many times in the House of Commons  and wrote a 

letter to Dominic Raab, in which I passed on some of the 

most pressing questions I had received from members of 

the public. The Foreign Office were too slow to help Brits 

stranded abroad, placing too much emphasis on 

commercial providers. It wasn’t good enough.  

International trade — After Keir Starmer was elected 

Labour leader in April, he reshuffled the Shadow Cabinet, 

moving me from my role as Shadow Foreign Secretary to 

Shadow Secretary for International Trade. I enjoyed my 

four years in my foreign policy role but I am now 

determined to hold this government to account on post-

Brexit trade and develop Labour’s own policies. 

Essential medical supplies — In May, I asked what was 

being done to replace last year’s ‘Brexit buffer’ of essential 

medicines, and I have since asked numerous 

Parliamentary Questions on this issue. A story published by 

the Mirror in October worryingly revealed that the 

government appear to have done very little.  

Trade Bill — On 20 May, I led the opposition to the Trade 

Bill, which undermines the very parliamentary scrutiny that 

we were promised Brexit would restore. Later on in the 

year, Labour colleagues and I tried hard, but sadly failed, to 

add clauses to the Trade Bill which would exempt the NHS 

from the provisions of any future trade agreement, and 

prevent trade deals being signed without parliamentary 

approval. 

 

Meeting with Labour members in Canterbury, 5 February  

On the #March4Women, 8 March 
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In Parliament 

UK exports of riot control equipment — The senseless 

murder of George Floyd at the hands of police in the 

United States in May sparked a resurgence of the Black 

Lives Matter movement. I was deeply disturbed to see 

reports of the use of tear gas, rubber bullets and 

accounts of police brutality against peaceful protestors. I 

wrote a letter to Liz Truss on 2 June to express my deep 

concern about the export of riot control equipment from 

the UK to the US. I said that if British-made riot control 

equipment was being used to attack unarmed protesters 

and journalists in the US, those exports must 

immediately be stopped.  

On 1 October, a joint investigation between Sky News, 

The Guardian, Bellingcat and Lighthouse Reports found 

that riot shields made by a UK company had been used 

by US law enforcement agencies, despite the 

government having previously conducted an internal 

review which found “no evidence” of such an occurrence.   

Trade with Europe — On 17 June, I responded to the 

government’s statement on negotiations with the new 

Trans-Pacific Partnership. I said, “The businesses I speak 

to cannot understand why the government are spending 

so much time and effort trying to negotiate international 

trade deals of relatively low value when they have yet to 

secure our continued trade with Europe.” 

Sale of arms to Saudi Arabia — I have raised this issue 

many times following the Court of Appeal’s ruling in June 

2019 that British arms sales to Saudi Arabia are unlawful. 

On 7 July, I raised a Point of Order on the government’s 

dismissal of the ruling. On 13 July, I asked the government 

an Urgent Question to explain their decision to continue 

selling arms to the Saudi-led coalition for use in Yemen, 

and to publish the evidence they have on how air strikes in 

Yemen do not represent a “pattern on non-compliance” 

with international law. The government failed to publish 

any such evidence, so I joined forces with the trade 

spokespeople of other opposition parties to ask Liz Truss 

why in a letter sent on 11 September.  

Tony Abbott — On 4 September, the former Australian PM 

Tony Abbott was appointed as an advisor to the UK’s Board 

of Trade. I fundamentally disagree with this appointment. 

Not only has Abbott made a long list of offensive 

statements, but he does not have any trade credentials. 

Standards — On 23 September, the RSPCA launched a 

petition. Together, we have been calling on the government 

to protect the UK’s farm animal welfare standards. We are 

appalled by the prospect of a UK-US trade deal which will 

allow US meat produced in horrendous factory farms to be 

exported to Britain, lowering our high food standards and 

undercutting British farmers. I raised this issue in 

International Trade Questions on 8 October. 

UK-Japan Trade Deal — On 28 October, I wrote a letter to 

Liz Truss about the UK-Japan trade deal that was 

announced in September. I asked her some initial 

questions to clarify key aspects of the agreement. 

Speaking to Sky News about the export of UK riot control 

equipment to the US, 1 October 

Raising an Urgent Question, 13 July 

International Trade Questions, 8 October 
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In Parliament 

Coronavirus — Since March, I have missed engaging 

with constituents face-to-face, whether that be out on 

the doorstep, at events in the constituency or during 

advice surgeries. And I’m sure everyone agrees that 

keeping our distance when we have been able to meet 

has taken some getting used to. 

On 27 May, I visited the fantastic volunteers who run 

the food bank at Light Project Pro International at 

Orkney House on the Bemerton Estate. And on 1 June, I 

visited the Food Hub at St Luke’s Community Centre. 

The Coronavirus pandemic has resulted in a rise in the 

number of Universal Credit applicants, many of whom 

have been left in near destitution during the 5-week 

wait for benefits. 

Black Lives Matter — On 2 June, Labour authorities 

across Britain lit up buildings with purple lights, 

including Islington Town Hall, in memory of George 

Floyd, and in solidarity with those standing up against 

racism and injustice. Many constituents wrote to me about 

the Black Lives Matter movement this year. You can read 

my thoughts here.  

 

On 4 June, I helped deliver hot meals with the Cally and 

Barnsbury Mutual Aid group, who have been working hard 

to support Islington residents during the pandemic.  

Remembrance Sunday, 8 November  

Islington Town Hall  lit up in memory of George Floyd, 2 June 

Visiting the Cally and Bansbury Mutual Aid group, 4 June 

US Presidential Election — In November, I was delighted 

that Joe Biden and Kamala Harris won the US presidential 

election in an historic win for the Democrats. I am relieved 

that Donald Trump’s presidency is coming to an end and I 

am looking forward to working with the new administration 

in 2021, especially on the issue of a UK-US trade deal! 

Continuity  trade agreement ratification — 11 November 

was the government’s deadline to lay out all outstanding 

continuity trade agreements before Parliament, in order to 

give them the 21 sitting days of scrutiny required by law so 

the ratification process could be completed by the end of 

the year.  

Speaking to Sophy Ridge on Sky News about the US Pres-

idential Election, 8 November 

In November, I sent two letters to Liz Truss on this issue, 

the first before the deadline and the second after the 

government missed it. An explanation as to why this 

deadline was missed has not yet been given. 

In the Constituency 

https://www.emilythornberry.com/news/2020/06/10/letter-to-constituents-on-black-lives-matter/
https://www.facebook.com/EmilyThornberryLabour/posts/3800216506695035


In the Constituency 

Whilst out with the Mutual Aid group it was lovely to 

catch up with some constituents and witness the 

people of Islington stepping up to help out during this 

national crisis.  

On 6 June, I visited Islington Council's Food Distribution 

Centre at the Sobell Centre. It was great to meet staff 

and to see how they have adapted the leisure centre to 

help the community during this difficult time. 

 

On 25 October, I went to the brilliant Islington Farmers’ 

Market, which has been running for over 20 years. I was so 

pleased to see the market thriving despite the difficult 

circumstances facing our community. 

Free school meals — During half-term, the government 

refused to provide free meals for children, despite the 

pandemic. In Islington, Perform UK and Cottons came 

together to provide children with 100 free meals a day, 

and I visited their site on 26 October. Local residents and 

businesses did some amazing work to help struggling 

families over half-term. Again, I feel proud of the way our 

community has pulled together during this crisis.  

Visiting Islington Farmers’ Market, 25 October 

Visiting Perform UK and Cottons, 26 October 

Labour Connected 

This year, the Labour Party’s Conference – like so many 

things – moved online. Our inability to gather in Liverpool 

did not prevent our movement from hosting many 

important and interesting discussions as part of ‘Labour 

Connected’. I attended and spoke at numerous events. 

You can read my speeches on Facebook and follow the 

links below to watch some of my sessions. 

Labour Connected 

• 19 September: Spoke at Warwickshire Labour 

Conference and the Women’s Conference Rally 

(‘The Impact of Covid: No Turning Back the Clock 

on Equality’) 

• 21 September: Spoke at Labour Connected 

Training Session (‘How to Get Involved in a Labour 

Campaign - A Role for Everyone’) and at an Open 

Labour Rally (‘Own the Future’ ) 

• 22 September: Spoke at a SERA Panel (‘Don’t 

Trade Away Our Future: Climate and Environmental 

Proofing Trade Policy’) 

• 23 September: Bloomberg and Labour Roundtable 

(‘Trade After Brexit: Risks, Opportunities, Rewards’) 

• 24 September: Spoke at a TUC and Justice for 

Colombia Event – ‘Peace and Human Rights in 

Colombia’ 

In my speech at the Women’s Conference on 19 

September, I discussed the UK’s responsibility to put 

gender equality – among other issues – at the heart of 

trade policy, and how a Labour government would uphold 

a commitment to gender equality and justice both within 

and beyond our borders. 

Not Carpool Karaoke! Speaking at the Women’s Confer-

ence at Labour Connected, 19 September 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=799471780787391
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5f4SQMnOyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5f4SQMnOyA
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Thank you! 

Get in touch 

This year marked 15 years since I made my maiden 

speech in the House of Commons. I felt very proud of the 

faith put in me by my new constituents and I am still so 

proud to serve Islington South and Finsbury as your 

Member of Parliament. You can watch my maiden speech 

here. 

I am always interested to hear from my constituents with 

their thoughts on policy issues and always happy to do 

what I can to help people resolve their problems.  

You can contact my office in the following ways:  

Email: emilythornberrymp@parliament.uk  

By post: Rt Hon Emily Thornberry MP, House of Commons, 

SW1A 0AA, London 

By phone: My constituency advice line is open between  

2 - 5pm on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. The advice 

line number is: 0207 697 9307. 

Advice Surgery: Because of the Coronavirus, I have had 

to change the way I work (see above for some 

examples!). That means that I am unable to hold my 

regular constituency advice surgeries, but you can still 

contact my office by email, by post or by phone with any 

concerns you have about your own situation, or about the 

government’s approach. 

We Are Islington – For those of you who are currently 

isolated or feeling under particular stress, or who want to 

volunteer to help others, please call We Are Islington on: 

0207 527 8222. They are doing wonderful work to 

support our most vulnerable residents.  

https://www.facebook.com/142202379163151/videos/992917471145517/

