
Constituency Report (July 2020) 

Sale of Arms- War in Yemen 
In June 2019, the Court of Appeal ruled that British arms sales 

to Saudi Arabia are unlawful. The judgement proved everything 

that Labour has been saying for years: that Ministers have 

wilfully disregarded evidence that Saudi Arabia was violating 

international humanitarian law in Yemen, whilst nevertheless 

continuing to supply them with weapons. 

In International Trade Questions on 18 June this year, one year 

on from the Court of Appeal ruling which ordered the 

Government to review arms licences to Saudi Arabia, I 

questioned the Government over whether they have followed 

the Court’s ruling.  

On 7 July, the Government dismissed the Appeal Court ruling 

and resumed the sale of arms to the Saudi-led coalition for use 

in Yemen. Even by this Government’s standards, this decision is 

morally indefensible, justified on the basis that the air strikes 

that have killed thousands of innocent men, women and 

children over the past five years somehow do not represent a 

‘pattern of non-compliance’ with international law. I raised a 

Point or Order, demanding that ministers come to Parliament to 

explain this decision. You can read my full statement on the 

matter here.  

On 13 July, in an Urgent Question, I asked the Government to 

explain the decision and to show us the evidence. I stressed 

that the Government should publish the full assessment that 

underpinned their decision, including the analysis of each so-

called isolated incident. I said, if the Minister believes the 

decision is not just moral and lawful but correct, then surely, he 

has nothing to fear from publishing that assessment and letting 

us all decide for ourselves.  

Reselection 

EU Trade is the Priority  

On 17 June, I responded to the Government’s statement, 

committing to begin negotiations on the Comprehensive 

and Progressive Agreement for the Trans-Pacific Partner-

ship. I asked the Government why this was their priority 

while our trade with Europe still hangs in the balance and 

explained that we could not divorce the debate from that 

around the still busy Brexit negotiations. I said: 

“The businesses I speak to around the country simply can-

not understand why the Government are spending so much 

time and effort trying to negotiate international trade deals 

of relatively low value when they have yet to secure our con-

tinued trade with Europe. I am all for expanding the 0.3% of 

global trade that we share with Malaysia and Brunei, which 

is all the statement ultimately amounts to, but as the 47% of 

our trade that depends on Europe is hanging in the balance 

that is where the Government’s priorities should lie”.  

International Trade Questions on 18 June and raising 

an Urgent Question on 13 July  

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/98be86e7-d741-4d4c-b4e9-caadbf58e6a9?in=10:17:25
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/51b7cb07-c3d5-4e95-b272-4732c0e9f5b9?in=14:38:55
https://labour.org.uk/press/govt-resumes-sale-of-arms-to-saudi-arabia-thornberry-responds/
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/6aea028b-9930-4edb-9967-7d6aee21b9fa?in=15:39:06
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/b11b4244-a399-4a12-8a64-1ad09a77804b?in=13:52:05


Export of riot control equipment to the USA 

Many constituents wrote to me in June about the Black Lives 

Matter movement, following the tragic death of George Floyd. You 

can read my full letter here where I expressed solidarity with those 

protesting against police brutality in the United States, in particular 

those black Americans who not only feel the pain of this injustice 

but live in fear of its terrifying effects.   

I was deeply disturbed to see reports of the use of tear gas, rubber 

bullets and accounts of policy brutality against peaceful protestors. 

I wrote a letter to Liz Truss, the Secretary of State for International 

Trade, to express my deep concern about the export of riot control 

equipment from the UK to the US.  

If British-made riot control equipment is being used to attack 

unarmed protesters and journalists in the US, those exports must 

immediately be stopped. The British public deserve to know how 

arms exported by this country are being used across the world, and 

the American public deserve the right to protest peacefully without 

the threat of violent repression.  I will continue to hold the 

Government to account on this matter.  

 

Visit to Cally and Barnsbury Mutual Aid group  

Visit to Islington Council’s Food Distribution Centre  

On 4 June I helped deliver hot meals with the Cally and Barnsbury 

Mutual Aid group, who have been working hard to support Islington 

residents during the pandemic. 

The team are running a food bank as well as the hot meals delivery 

service, all from the Church of Blessed Sacrament on Copenhagen 

Street. They have also been helping out with grocery shopping, 

picking up prescriptions, dog walking and offering a friendly chat to 

those in need. 

It was also lovely to catch up with some constituents, and to hear 

their thoughts on what's happening in their community, as well as 

their views on how the Government are handling the pandemic. 

As ever, I am proud that Islington residents are stepping up to help 

out during this national crisis. 

On 6 June, I visited Islington Council's Food Distribution 

Centre at the Sobell Centre with Jeremy Corbyn. It was 

great to meet staff and to see how they have adapted the 

leisure centre to help the community during this difficult 

time. They have even converted the ice rink into a food 

storage facility! 

I'd like to say a huge thank-you to all the council 

employees for their determination to ensure all our 

residents are supported at this really difficult time, and to 

Arsenal FC and The Felix Project for their generosity. 

Meeting with Cally and Barnsbury Mutual Aid group  

Image from Sky News Politics, 3 June.  

https://www.emilythornberry.com/news/2020/06/10/letter-to-constituents-on-black-lives-matter/
https://www.emilythornberry.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/381/2020/06/Letter-to-Liz-Truss-2_6_2020.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/p/CA9wc8Jg6BW/


International Trade and Work in Parliament 

3 June: Video call with the CDC Group 

5 June: Video call with Make UK 

5 June: Video call with Scotch Whisky Association   

5 June: Video call with Sedex 

8 June: Video call with Aldersgate Group  

8 June: Video call with Food and Drink Federation 

9 June: Video call with Export Partners UK 

10 June: Video call with London & Partners  

10 June: Video call with S&D Group’s UK Taskforce 

11 June: Video call with the Midlands Engine  

11 June: London Labour MPs briefing from Sadiq Khan  

12 June: Video call with Manufacturing Trade Remedies 

Alliance (MTRA) Unions  

15 June: Video call with Amnesty International 

15 June: Video call with Catherine McGuinness, Policy Chair 

at City of London Corporation  

17 June: Hosted the Rose Network’s Q&A Webinar with 

Anneliese Dodds 

17 June: Statement on the Comprehensive and Progressive 

Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (Accession) 

18 June: International Trade Questions 

18 June: Video call with AstraZeneca  

22 June: Video call with Ernst and Young 

22 June: Video call with Professor Winters, Director of the 

UK Trade Policy Observatory  

23 June: Video call with Eluned Morgan, Welsh Minister for 

International Relations and Welsh Language 

23 June: Economy, Business and Trade Policy Commission 

29 June: Video call with MTRA Unions 

30 June: Video call with Barclays  

1 July: Video call with the UK Bioindustry Association  

2 July: Video call with the British Egg Industry Council  

2 July: Video call with We Own It 

3 July: Video call with Destination for Education 

3 July: Video call with Airbus  

6 July: Video call with the Tobacco Manufacturers 

Association and members 
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7 July: Video call with Kamala Dawar, lecturer in 

international commercial law at Sussex University Law 

School 

7 July: Video call with Alliance for Intellectual Property 

7 July: Point of Order– Saudi Arms Sales  

9 July: Video call with Pesticides Action Network  

9 July: Video call with the Agricultural Biotechnology 

Council and Crop Protection Association  

10 July: Video call with ActionAid 

13 July: Urgent Question- Sale of Arms: War in Yemen 

13 July: Devolution and Trade Roundtable  

14 July: Video call with the Society of Motor 

Manufacturers and Traders  

15 July: Video call with UK Steel  

15 July: Video call with the Food Standards Agency  

 

 

 

 

Visiting the Food Hub at St Luke’s Community      

Centre,  1 June 

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/b11b4244-a399-4a12-8a64-1ad09a77804b?in=13:52:05
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/98be86e7-d741-4d4c-b4e9-caadbf58e6a9?in=09:36:39
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/51b7cb07-c3d5-4e95-b272-4732c0e9f5b9?in=14:38:53
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/6aea028b-9930-4edb-9967-7d6aee21b9fa?in=15:39:07


27 June would have been Pride in London, one of the 

highlights of the year. I hope we will be back together 

again soon.  

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA           thornberrye@parliament.uk         020 7697 9307 (2-5pm on Mon, Tues, Thurs) 

 

In the constituency  

1 June: Visit to the Food Hub at St Luke’s Community Centre 

4 June: Met with Cally and Barnsbury Mutual Aid group 

8 June: Visit to Islington Council’s Food Distribution Centre  

Media 

10 July: Spoke to ‘The World’- the UK restarts selling arms to 

Saudi Arabia  

10 July: Article in The Independent– ‘25 years after the Sre-

brenica massacre, we cannot turn our backs on foreign inter-

vention’  

 

https://www.pri.org/file/2020-07-10/uk-restarts-selling-arms-saudi-arabia
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/srebrenica-massacre-yugoslavia-bosnia-united-nations-cedric-thornberry-a9610501.html

