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Labour Leadership Campaign  

It has been a very busy start to 2020! As I begin my 

leadership campaign, I wanted to reflect on the General 

Election and some of the issues we have faced over the past 

twelve months  

On Friday 17 January I went back to Guildford, the town 

where I lived until I was fifteen, to formally launch my 

campaign for the Labour leadership. People ask what 

direction the next Labour leader should take our party. At my 

campaign launch I answered that question: I will lead our 

party forward. We must move forward, and start the fight 

back, to get back into government.  

Who will stand up and lead the fight? Who will give us the 

strength, experience and passion? Who will give us an 

unashamedly socialist but deliverable manifesto? Who will 

win back the votes we lost in the last two years? And 

crucially, who will take us to victory and take us back into 

government?  

It is because I believe I have the skill, the values and the 

vision to achieve all these goals that I decided to stand up 

and fight for the Labour leadership.  

Since coming to Parliament in 2005, I have been on the 

front-line in the fights against the Climate Emergency, 

Universal Credit, and anti-Abortion laws in Northern Ireland. I 

have led the charge as Shadow Foreign Secretary against 

Donald Trump and the war in Yemen, and in the two years I 

shadowed Boris Johnson as Foreign Secretary, I showed him 

up every time for the lying, reckless charlatan that he is. I 

am standing to lead our party because I want to be the 

woman, and I know I can be the woman, who stands up and 

leads the fight back against Boris Johnson.  

On Friday I explained that, during the campaign, I will set out 

the fresh approach that I will bring to bear on what I regard 

as the five most fundamental issues that will define Britain’s 

next decade, at home and abroad: battling the impact of 

Brexit; fighting for economic justice; strengthening our public 

services; standing up to dictators abroad; and saving the 

world from Climate Change.  

But we need to do this together. Our party is at its best when 

we are listening to our members and answerable to them, 

and our best policies are driven by the experience of our 

members. We can only do this together. Together, united, we 

are unstoppable.  

The official launch of my campaign for the Labour 

leadership in Guildford, 17 January  

The first Labour Party leadership hustings in Liverpool, 

18 January  



The General Election  

 
 The General Election Campaign- It was a busy six weeks! I 

had the honour of campaigning alongside so many won-

derful Labour candidates and volunteers. I visited over 

fifty constituencies during the campaign in every nation 

and every region across Great Britain. The activists I met 

fought with such passion and devotion to our cause. I 

spoke to voters in the rain, the wind and the dark!  

Result- In the early hours of 13 December I spoke at the 

Sobell Centre, at the end of six weeks of hard campaigning, 

with a deeply depressing outcome. The voters of Islington 

South and Finsbury did me the huge honour of electing me 

to be their MP for the fifth time.  

However, the result that was unfolding as I spoke was bit-

terly disappointing. As I said in my speech, I am distraught 

that I lost so many brilliant Parliamentary colleagues and I 

am so disappointed that the many brilliant candidates that 

I met in marginals across the country, from Rushcliffe and 

Loughborough to Chingford and Chipping Barnet, will have 

to wait their time to be in Parliament.  

Since then, I have explained that it was disastrous for us to 

give Boris Johnson the Brexit election he craved. As I wrote 

in an article for The Guardian in December, Boris Johnson 

proposed an election at a time of his own choosing, on an 

issue of his own choosing, and we went along with it.  

I had argued that the single issue of Brexit should not be 

enough to give Johnson a five-year mandate to enact his 

agenda on every issue. Instead, I had said we should insist 

on a referendum on his proposed deal, to get the issue of 

Brexit out of the way before any general election.  

I want to again thank all the activists from Islington South 

and Finsbury for the great fight they put into the election. 

As I said on the night, we may be hurting, but we are not 

beaten. Our fight is not over, our fight is just starting. The 

real fight back starts now. The fight to save our country, to 

save our economy, to save our public services, from the 

worst excesses of Boris Johnson’s majority and the terrible 

consequences of a Johnson Brexit.  

General Election Count at the Sobell Centre, 13 December  

Canvassing Heartlands with the Camborne & Redruth 

Labour Party, 7 December 2019 

Canvassing in Chingford & Woodford Green with their 

fabulous candidate Faiza Shaheen, 8 December 2019 

Canvassing with my good friend James Murray, the 

new MP for Ealing North, 25 November 2019 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/dec/18/boris-johnson-labour-brexit-election-emily-thornberry


In Parliament 

Brexit– I have written about Brexit in many of my 

constituency reports this year. In January 2019 the 

government continued to hold the threat of a No Deal Brexit 

hanging over the heads of MPs. At Foreign Office Questions, 

I said that it was time for the government to take No Deal 

off the table and finally engage Parliament in the process. 

On BBC Question Time in the same month, I reiterated the 

Labour Party’s policy of fighting to stay in a customs union 

with the EU, and maintaining regulatory alignment on 

workers’ rights and environmental controls. 

The European Election result in May made it clear that 

Labour was punished for not having a clear enough 

message on Brexit. At this point I explained that we had 

done everything we could to try and get a sensible deal, but 

it was looking like we were going to find ourselves in a 

position with a Tory leader who would insist on a bad deal 

or no deal at all. I said that we simply could not have no 

deal without there being a confirmatory referendum and, in 

my opinion, Labour should campaign for Remain.  

In July I attended the ‘Love Socialism, Rebuild Britain, 

Transform Europe’ event and the People’s Vote rally and 

said that the British people should decide whether they 

want to accept any future Brexit plan or whether they want 

to Remain.  

As I have said earlier in this report, it was disastrous for us 

to give Boris Johnson the Brexit election he craved. On Marr 

this month I explained that we now must be pragmatic and 

practical. We cannot kid ourselves or the country that Brexit 

is done and dusted at the end of this month. The fight now 

has to move on to how we are going to leave and what the 

deal is going to be. Boris Johnson has absolutely no idea 

how he is going to negotiate a trade deal by the end of 

2020. It is extraordinary that Boris Johnson really thinks 

that he can negotiate this in such a short time frame.  We 

will hold him to account on that. 

Finally, if you are an EU national living in Islington and you 

are concerned about your status, please do contact my 

office for assistance. I fully understand your concerns and I 

take them very seriously.  

Standing up to Donald Trump- This year I have continued 

to lead the charge against Donald Trump. In June, I joined 

thousands of protesters in Parliament Square to rally 

against President Trump’s state visit. I said that this 

president who has bragged about sexually assaulting 

women, has banned millions of Muslims from entering the 

United States, and has conducted a crusade against 

women’s rights across the world, did not deserve the 

honour of a state visit.  

In July, I responded to an Urgent Question about the leak 

from Sir Kim Darroch’s office, the sadly now former UK 

Ambassador to the USA in Washington. I reminded 

Parliament about the need for UK representatives abroad 

to keep making sound objective judgments about the 

countries in which they are based, oblivious to political 

bias or strategic interests. The fact that Sir Kim was bullied 

out of his job because of Donald Trump’s tantrums and 

Boris Johnson’s pathetic lick-spittle response is something 

that shames our country.  

In October, I spoke in an Urgent Question about Donald 

Trump’s decision to withdraw US troops from Northern 

Syria. This decision opened the door to a Turkish invasion 

of Northern Syria and the subjugation of the Kurdish 

people in Rojava- the very people who led the fight against 

Daesh and who lost 11,000 brave fighters in the process. 

Of the many ‘great and unmatched’ ways in which Donald 

Trump has shamed the office of the US President in the 

past three years, his betrayal of the Kurdish people in 

Northern Syria is one of the worst.  

Standing up for LGBT+ rights- In April, in response to the 

Sultan of Brunei introducing a law which has made gay sex 

punishable by death, I called on the Prime Minister to 

suspend Brunei from the Commonwealth with immediate 

effect. I said that Britain can and should protest against 

Brunei’s actions and make it clear that this violence 

against LGBT+ people will not be tolerated.  

Tackling LGBT+ discrimination in Commonwealth nations 

remains a serious challenge as 35 out of 53 states still 

criminalise sexual acts between consenting adults of the 

same sex. We must ensure that this action against the 

Sultan of Brunei is the first step on the long overdue 

journey to ensure that every Commonwealth country 

removes the scourge of LGBT+ discrimination from its 

statute books and its society. Whilst a global outcry later 

prompted Brunei to backtrack on enforcing the laws, the 

Sultan’s actions are a step backwards for gay rights in 

Brunei and we will not let this go on unchallenged. 

In July, I then gave a speech for LGBT+ rights at the 

PinkNews summer reception in Westminster. I said that 50 

years on from the Stonewall riots in New York, at a time 

when the so-called leader of the free world and his 

homophobic vice-president are legitimising the rollback of 

LGBT+ rights, the UK has a responsibility to provide true 

global leadership.  

 

Protest for LGBT rights in Brunei outside Dorchester 

Hotel, 6th Apr 

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/3a1b22de-35ae-41a6-b257-a2c2b2977d72?in=11:50:07
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000dc4y/the-andrew-marr-show-12012020
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/acea6106-e81c-4d7d-8e6e-32420a49402d?in=15:45:20
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/59ac3e88-82fb-4242-80f6-88db2f1c7c07?in=12:48:42


In Parliament 

 

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe- British national Nazanin 

Zaghari-Ratcliffe has been imprisoned in Iran since 2016. 

This year I have continued to work with her husband 

Richard and her local MP Tulip Siddiq to press the 

government to secure her release. I have raised two 

Urgent Questions about Nazanin with the government this 

year, in January and October. In January, in response to 

the news that Nazanin planned to go on hunger strike, I 

urged the government to continue to put pressure on Iran 

to free Nazanin without any further delay. At the time, I 

stressed that she has been wrongfully imprisoned for 

three years, has been denied phone calls with her family 

and medical treatment, and had her food rations cut. In 

May Richard went on hunger strike for 15 days outside 

the Iranian Embassy in London, in support of his wife. I 

visited Richard whilst he was on hunger strike. We must 

stop Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe being used as a bargaining 

chip by an Iranian government that knows she is innocent. 

 

Prime Minister’s Questions- As Shadow First Secretary of 

State, I stood in for Jeremy Corbyn at Prime Minister’s 

Questions in February, whilst the then-Prime Minister 

Theresa May was busy in Northern Ireland attempting to 

drum up support for her Brexit strategy. I asked the 

Minister for the Cabinet Office what the government 

planned to do ahead of 29th March, when we were due to 

leave the EU. I stressed that Theresa May had been doing 

her best to obstruct and delay parliamentary votes on the 

Brexit deal throughout the entire negotiation process and 

was quickly running out of time to come up with an 

acceptable deal.  I said that the Prime Minister’s 

insistence on holding the threat of No Deal over our 

heads had utterly failed as a negotiation tactic and it was 

time to end the uncertainty and take No deal off the table.  

Yemen– Again this year I have been urging the 

Government to act in relation to the war in Yemen.  

In June, the Court of Appeal ruled that British arms sales 

to Saudi Arabia are unlawful. The judgement proved 

everything that Labour has been saying for years: that 

Ministers have wilfully disregarded evidence that Saudi 

Arabia was violating international humanitarian law in 

Yemen, whilst nevertheless continuing to supply them 

with weapons.  

At Foreign Office Questions in June, I raised the issue 

and called for an independent public inquiry or a full 

parliamentary inquiry to establish which Ministers or civil 

servants over the past four years have been responsible 

for authorising arms sales for use in Yemen, even when, 

as the courts have found, it is clear there was a high risk 

that those arms would be used to commit war crimes.  

In October, I spoke in an Urgent Question about the 

latest developments in Yemen. The cycle of 

indiscriminate violence in Yemen and the scale of the 

humanitarian crisis is growing worse every day. I told 

Parliament that this is not only a humanitarian disaster, 

but a failure in politics.  

As the penholder at the Security Council, the UK is 

supposed to table a UN resolution demanding an 

immediate ceasefire by all parties, everywhere in the 

country. I asked the Minister how many more months 

and years we will have to wait for this to happen.  

Overseas visits- In August, in my role as Shadow Foreign 

Secretary, I went on a ten-day official visit to Australia 

and New Zealand. I was proud to meet the Australian 

Labor leader, Anthony Albanese, and his incredible 

Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister, Penny Wong. I had the 

pleasure of meeting the inspirational Jacinda Arden, the 

Prime Minister of New Zealand, as part of this visit.  

In my speech to Conference in September I said that the 

era of ‘strongman’ politics needs to end. I also 

recognised that there are signs of hope of this 

happening, in places such as New Zealand. Jacinda is 

providing a brilliant example of what true leadership 

looks like, both at home and around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting with Jacinda Ardern, the Prime Minister of 

New Zealand 

Visiting Richard Ratcliffe whilst he was on hunger 

strike outside the Iranian Embassy, May  

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/cc87468c-00ec-42c1-8cbe-659af6b03d6e?in=19:23:31
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/8b3bfa88-767f-47c9-b307-fd4b3b2cc397?in=17:13:26
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/f34d3ab6-fb71-43bb-b520-98b8f0bfe918?in=12:03:56
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/f34d3ab6-fb71-43bb-b520-98b8f0bfe918?in=12:03:56
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/28737c00-a2c4-4a39-8579-2532e8f66ab2?in=11:37:56
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/07eb1ef0-68ec-44fb-ab45-9053857952cc?in=14:26:56
https://youtu.be/BE3du0LBfCc


Constituency  

Climate Protest outside Islington Town Hall, May 

 

Islington Primary Schools Climate Protest at Islington 

Town Hall– In May I joined passionate, articulate, political 

Islington primary school children at their climate protest 

outside Islington Town Hall. They really are an inspiration 

and I am very proud of them. There is no planet B. Saving 

the world from Climate Change is one of the great 

challenges that will define Britain’s next decade. We must 

be a world leader when it comes to fighting Climate 

Change and ensure that every country across the globe 

signs up to the vision and promise of a Green New Deal.  

Q&A Panel: Show Racism the Red Card at Emirates Stadi-

um– In October, during a week when we saw the ugly face 

and heard the ugly sounds of ongoing racism in football, I 

was proud to show my support for Show Racism the Red 

Card at Emirates Stadium. We must all keep working to-

gether to Show Racism the Red Card.  

The Outside Project at Clerkenwell Fire Station– At the begin-

ning of May I visited the Outside Project at Clerkenwell Fire 

Station. The project is the UK’s first LGBTIQ+ homeless shel-

ter and community centre. The project is doing invaluable 

work to help some of the most vulnerable people in our com-

munity.  

Visiting the Outside Project at Clerkenwell Fire Station, 3 May  

Opening of Caledonian Clocktower Centre – Islington 

Council, supported with a grant of almost £2 million 

from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, fully re-

stored and repaired the historic clock tower and part 

of the original market railings. In June I attended the 

official reopening of the Clocktower.  

 

New homes on the Dover Court Estate– I was delighted to 

visit the new homes on the Dover Court Estate at the end 

of December 2018.  

Islington Tribune Christmas Hamper Appeal – In December I 

helped distribute 30 Christmas hampers at Ringcross Com-

munity Centre, run by the Pilion Trust. It was a lovely festive 

community event and it was nice to see so many familiar fac-

es.  



House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA           thornberrye@parliament.uk         020 7697 9307 (2-5pm on Mon, Tues, Thurs) 

 

I am so proud to serve Islington South & Finsbury as your 

Member of Parliament. I am very grateful to have been 

elected as your MP for the fifth time and that so many of 

you chose to give me your vote .  

I am always interested to hear from my constituents with 

their thoughts on policy issues and always happy to do 

what I can to help people resolve their problems. You can 

contact my office in the following ways: 

Email: emilythornberrymp@parliament.uk  

By post: Rt Hon Emily Thornberry MP, House of Commons, 

SW1A 0AA, London  

Get in touch 

By phone: My constituency advice line is open between 2

-5pm on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  

The advice line number is: 0207 697 9307  

Advice Surgery: All my constituents are welcome to come 

to my open drop-in surgery at Islington Town Hall which 

takes place between 10am and 12pm on the second 

Saturday of every month.  

In addition, if you have a new case please ring my advice 

line to book an appointment for my other surgeries at St 

Luke’s Community Centre.  

Thank you! 


