
Constituency Report (April 2019) 

LGBT Rights in Brunei 

FCO Questions 

In response to the Sultan of Brunei introducing a law 

which has made gay sex punishable by death, I have 

called on the Prime Minister to suspend Brunei from the 

Commonwealth with immediate effect. Britain can and 

should protest against Brunei’s actions, and make it 

clear that this violence against LGBT people will not be 

tolerated. 

Tackling LGBT discrimination in Commonwealth nations 

remains a serious challenge as 35 out of 53 states still 

criminalise sexual acts between consenting adults of the 

same sex. We must ensure that this action against the 

Sultan of Brunei is the first step on the long overdue 

journey to ensure that every Commonwealth country 

removes the scourge of LGBT discrimination from its 

statute books and its society. The Sultan’s actions are a 

step backwards for gay rights in Brunei, and we will not 

let this go on unchallenged. 

This month Foreign Office Questions marked six months 

to the day since Jamal Khashoggi was brutally murdered 

by Saudi agents in their embassy in Istanbul. Khashoggi 

was murdered for standing up to the Saudi regime and 

working to expose Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman’s crimes in Yemen. Despite this, the Tory 

government has done nothing to hold the Saudi’s to 

account for bombing schools, using child soldiers, and 

most recently conducting an air strike on the Save the 

Children-supported hospital in Kitaf.  

I asked the Foreign Secretary what it will take for this 

government to finally stand up to the Saudi Crown Prince 

and tell him he cannot continue to get away with murder. 

His insistence that the UK is pursuing peace in Yemen 

means little when his government continues to arm 

Saudi forces, and actively oppose the efforts of our 

European allies to end arm sales to Saudi Arabia. 

Protest for LGBT rights in Brunei outside 

Dorchester Hotel, 6th Apr 

Campaigning in Stourbridge, 28th Mar 

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/27c20b37-3a5e-4a2c-8116-768c223c2224?in=11:34:12


Standing up for my constituent Shao Jiang 
Despite repeated denials from this government that Britain 

is a party to the conflict in Yemen, in March the Mail on 

Sunday reported that British special forces had been 

engaged in gun battles with Houthi rebels. This devastating 

conflict has created the worst humanitarian crisis in the 

world today, with over 17 million Yemenis at risk of famine 

and over 800,000 suffering from cholera—the worst 

outbreak in recorded history.  

Despite this the British government seems to not only be 

selling arms to Saudi Arabia for use in Yemen, but also 

sending soldiers to assist Saudi coalition forces on the 

ground. If these reports are correct, then this government’s 

repeated claim that we are not a party to this conflict is 

clearly misleading, and their insistence that they believe 

there is no military solution to this conflict rings hollow. 

Urgent Question Gaza Inquiry 

In response to the UK abstaining on a vote to adopt the UN 

Human Rights Council’s report into the Gaza border 

massacre, I asked the government to make a statement to 

the House. 

This government’s shameful abstentions - both on the vote 

to carry out an inquiry and now the results of the inquiry itself 

- show that this government continues to ignore human 

rights and war crimes as long as our allies are implicated. 

The Foreign Secretary has claimed he cannot support an 

inquiry which does not sufficiently acknowledge the role of 

Hamas, but this report shows clear evidence that thousands 

of innocent Palestinians were unjustifiably shot during these 

protests. In our abstention we are simply refusing to hold the 

Israeli military to account 

Ahead of General Haftar’s attack on the Libyan capital Tripoli, I 

urged the government to put pressure on Egypt, the UAE, and 

France to cease their support for Haftar’s assault. This military 

action came at a time when UN Secretary General António 

Guterres was in Libya to support reconciliation efforts between 

rival political and military leaders across the country. 

The UK has a particular responsibility to the Libyan people 

following the Tory-led coalition’s military intervention in 2011. 

What we are seeing now shows that the lessons of our 

intervention in Iraq, as spelled out by the Chilcot report, have 

not been learnt. The same mistakes made by the British and 

American governments over Libya were made by their 

predecessors over Iraq, most importantly the total and 

inexcusable failure to prepare for the aftermath of intervention 

and regime change and to prevent the descent into civil war 

and instability that Libya still faces today. 

Urgent Question on Libya 

BBC Politics Live, 1st Apr 

Campaigning in Midlothian, 23rd Mar 

Urgent Question on Yemen 

Speaking at Greenpeace ‘Global Ocean Protection’ 

Event, 11th Apr 



Foreign Affairs and Work in Parliament 

22nd Mar: Met with Michael Coe, Director of 

Public and Government Affairs for OTTP  

22nd Mar: UQ on UNHRC Inquiry into Gaza deaths 

22nd Mar: Met with Jane Rhee, Iran Director on 

President Obama’s National Security Council 

26th Mar: UQ on Situation in Yemen 

27th Mar: Attended British Council Future Leaders 

Connect drop in 

27th Mar: Met with Norwegian Refugee Council’s 

Country Directors for Iran and Lebanon with 

Fabian Hamilton MP 

2nd Apr: Foreign Office Questions 

2nd Apr: Lunch with Gareth Evans, former 

Australian Foreign Minister  

6th Apr: LGBT Labour Brunei Protest at the 

Dorchester Hotel 

8th Apr: UQ on Libya 

11th Apr: Met with Francis Grove-White, Deputy 

Director of Open Britain 

11th Apr: Spoke at Greenpeace ‘Global Ocean 

Protection’ Event 

15th Apr: Met with Mark Lowcock, UN 

Humanitarian coordinator, with Dan Carden MP 

16th Apr: Visit to NATO HQ with Nia Griffith MP 

16th Apr: Briefing from Sarah MacIntosh, General 

George Norton, Chris Keay 

16th Apr: Met with NATO Assistant Secretary Amb. 

Alejandro Alvargonzalez 

16th Apr: Met with NATO First Chief of Intelligence 

Amb. Arndt Freytag von Loringhoven 

16th Apr: Met with Patrick Turner, NATO Assistant 

Secretary General for Defence Policy and Planning 

17th Apr: Breakfast with NATO Permanent 

Representatives 

17th Apr: Met with NATO Deputy Supreme Allied 

Commander Europe 
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Media appearances have included 

27th Mar: Filming BBC One Show “Commons on 

Camera”  

1st Apr: BBC Politics Live 

4th Apr: BBC Radio 4’s ‘PM Programme’ – Knife 

crime public discussion in Islington 

7th Apr: Politico EU Confidential Podcast live at 

Podcast Festival  

12th Apr: BBC Any Questions, Lincolnshire 

15th Apr: Interview with Islington Gazette 

 

In the constituency and out campaigning 

23rd Mar: National Campaign Day—Midlothian 

and Clackmannan 

28th Mar: Campaigning in Stourbridge, West 

Midlands 

5th Apr: Constituency Surgery 

5th Apr: Visit to Mary’s Living and Giving / Save 

the Children Shop 

6th Apr: The Vibast Community Centre Opening 

13th Apr: Constituency Surgery 

 

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/de9632da-1239-4d29-a424-4ba732c53747?in=11:53:28
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/08822533-8e7f-4b91-bbee-21407e5445e0?in=12:53:48
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/27c20b37-3a5e-4a2c-8116-768c223c2224?in=11:34:12
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/4576d30e-52ad-42d9-b5c4-22e1723c47de?in=16:45:47
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0003ww0/politics-live-01042019
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0003rk4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0003rk4
https://www.politico.eu/podcast/eu-confidential-special-edition-emily-thornberry-on-labour-brexit-and-foreign-policy/
https://www.politico.eu/podcast/eu-confidential-special-edition-emily-thornberry-on-labour-brexit-and-foreign-policy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0003zzr
https://www.islingtongazette.co.uk/news/crime-court/islington-south-and-finsbury-mp-emily-thornberry-on-brexit-and-caledonin-road-crime-1-5996385

