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The 2017 Election 

In June 2017, the voters of Islington South and Finsbury did me the 
huge honour of electing me to be their MP for a fourth time, with the 
biggest vote Labour has ever had in this constituency, and on a night 
of big gains for the Labour Party under Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership.   

It has been a very busy time since then, both in parliament and in the 
constituency so as we come to the end of 2018 it seems appropriate 
to reflect on the period since the election, and some of the major 
issues that have been facing my constituents in that time.  
 
Housing 

A week after the election, tragedy struck at Grenfell Tower, and as 
we mourned all those killed, and saluted our brave firefighters for 
their response, we also reflected on the housing crisis gripping our 
capital.  I see too many constituents living in overcrowded 
accommodation, struggling in properties that aren’t accessible, or 
desperate to move into a home of their own.  

Following Grenfell, working alongside my colleagues on Islington 
Council, our first priority was ensuring the removal of unsafe 
cladding from Braithwaite House, and improving fire safety at other 
flats. But we also agreed on the importance of redoubling our efforts 
- at local level to increase the provision of social housing - and at 
national level to demand that more affordable houses are built. 

I am proud that under Labour, Islington Council has some of the 
toughest planning rules in the country and are clear that new 
housing developments need to be made up of 50% affordable 
housing, the majority of these being for social rent.   

In the past year, I had the pleasure of opening one of these 
developments at the Goodinge Community Centre and I welcome the 

Council’s pledge to deliver a further 1,900 genuinely affordable 
homes, including 1,400 for social rent between 2018 and 2022.  
 
Crime 

Five days after Grenfell, tragedy struck our own community when a 
right-wing terrorist attacked worshippers outside the Finsbury Park 
mosque, causing the death of Makram Ali and injuring twelve others. 

But amid the pain and grief felt across Islington, there was also pride.  
Pride in the actions of Imam Mohammed Mahmoud who shielded 
the attacker from violence until the police came. Pride in the 
response of Mr Ali’s family, for the dignity and courage with which 
they bore their loss. And pride that our community utterly rejected 
this attempt to spread hatred and division, and instead united more 
strongly than ever. 

It has been a testing time for our local police force, and a testing 
year, as knife crime and moped crime continued to stalk our streets.  
I worked closely with them throughout the year on both issues, and 
am pleased that they have been able to take action which has started 
to turn the tide against moped crime.  

However, it is impossible to ignore the dreadful spate of knife attacks 
all over London, and particularly in Islington, where it has not just 
been young people at risk of attack, but police officers in the line of 
duty, including the two officers stabbed while investigating an 
incident on Liverpool Road in October.  

Thankfully, they survived their injuries, but for too many other 
people in Islington this year—especially teenagers—their lives were 
tragically lost to knife crime. I continued to support the families who 
lost loved ones, including one young man whose family live opposite 
my constituency office.  
 
Benefits 

Besides housing and crime, no issue came up more often in my 
constituency surgeries this year than the government’s benefits cuts 
and the hardship that people have been experiencing as a result.  I 
see too many people who encounter difficulties with claiming the 
benefits that they are entitled to.  

Each case can take weeks to sort out - thanks to the hugely complex 
DWP appeals process and the long delays that the government have 
built into the system. 

I know that many of my constituents will be feeling uncertain about 
the rollout of Universal Credit over the coming year, particularly as 
more residents make new claims or have a change in their 
circumstances. Any constituents who experience problems with their 
claims that can’t be resolved can contact my office for help. 



Constituency 

Immigration 

For many of my constituents, particularly many members of the 
Windrush generation, it wasn’t just their benefits under threat, but 
their entire status in the UK. These were some of the toughest but 
most important constituency cases I’ve ever dealt with, and I took 
every opportunity to let the government know how angry our 
community felt, including heckling Theresa May during Prime 
Minister’s questions!   

I have raised repeated concerns with the Home Office about the 
length of time that it takes to process applications and implement 
tribunal decisions.  While this seems to have led to improvements in 
the way that some cases are processed, I would like to see the 
government take far more extensive action to provide people with a 
better service.   

I wrote to Theresa May when she was Home Secretary in 2013 about 
many of the problems with her approach to immigration and it is 
depressing how she simply ignored these issues, failed to make any 
progress and simply let the problems get worse. The blame for the 
Windrush scandal should lie firmly at her door.  
 
Labour Campaigning 

I was delighted with the result of May’s local elections in Islington, 
Labour maintained all 47 of our seats and for the first time over half 
of our councillors are now women.  And we had supporters in high 
places: Senator Bernie Sanders was happy to offer his support to our 
local campaigners when I met him in Washington DC in April. 

The Labour Council in Islington is an important reminder about the 
good that Labour can do in power.  Despite deep cuts to central 
government funding, which will amount to 70% by 2020, the Council 
are still finding ways to improve the lives of people in Islington. 

But we still need a Labour government.   

That is why—even though it takes me away from Islington—I 
dedicate as much time as I can to campaigning and speaking at 
events up and down the country. You can see a map of my 
nationwide visits opposite. Because given the state of the current 
government and the mess they are making of Brexit, we need to be 
ready for an election at any time. 

One of my favourite trips was to the Durham Miner’s Gala in July, 
attended by 200,000 people, where I had the honour of speaking.  
On the same weekend that Theresa May was holding hands with 
Donald Trump at Blenheim Palace, we were gathered to celebrate 
our unity and hear from Jeremy Corbyn, who has shown himself to 
be an internationalist to the core.   
 

 

A fond farewell  

For many of my constituents, one of the most landmark events of the 
last year was the departure of Arsene Wenger as Arsenal manager.  
When I wrote my farewell letter to him, I said: 

“What I primarily want to thank you for is the impact you personally 
have made on our community. Because, in so many ways, for the last 
22 years, you have epitomised what Islington has always stood for, 
but expressed it better than anyone else. You have represented 
creativity, innovation, tolerance, an openness to every culture, and 
the unshakeable belief that every person – no matter their age, 
nationality, race or religion – deserves the chance to be noticed, to be 
nurtured, and to make the most of their talents. 

“I was so deeply moved – following the news of your departure – 
when you talked about Arsenal’s global reach, and spoke about it not 
in terms of commercial deals or TV rights or numbers of followers on 
social media, but in terms of values. The values which say that people 
should support their club not because it earns or spends the most 
money, but because it rejects cynicism and short-termism, it 
embraces youth and style, it behaves and plays in a certain way, and 
it inspires true love for the game.” 



Parliament 

Brexit 

In the past year I have received hundreds of emails, post cards and 
letters about Brexit, and I have done my best to hold the government 
to account on the shambles they are making out of the process 
during my appearances in Parliament.   

I also know that this issue has caused a significant amount of anxiety 
for many of my constituents and particularly EU nationals living in 
Islington who contribute so much to our community. Please be 
assured that I will do whatever I can to assist with individual cases, so 
I would urge anybody who is particularly concerned about their 
status to contact my office for assistance.  

I fully understand these concerns and I take them very seriously. The 
government have made an absolute mess of the negotiations so far 
and their current plans for Brexit would not serve the interests of our 
country. 

Labour have been clear that we will not vote in favour of any Brexit 
deal that does not meet our six tests.  In my view, if the Prime 
Minister cannot get a deal through parliament, then she cannot 
govern and should call a general election.   

If there is no deal, or the deal is voted down by parliament and 
Theresa May refuses to call a general election, at that stage Labour 
may need to be open to other options to hold the government to 
account, including a people’s vote on the final deal.  

I feel that it is right for parliament to have the first say on the deal, 
but if this leads to an impasse we need to keep other options on the 
table. 
 
Media 

I have taken part in countless media appearances over the last year, 
speaking on television, radio and in interviews with newspapers and 
news websites.  

Just as it is important to campaign in marginal seats, I also feel that it 
is very important for Labour to have equal air time with the 
government so that we can hold them to account and make it clear 
to the public that things don’t have to be this way.  

I have particularly enjoyed doing some longer interviews with The 
Financial Times, The Evening Standard, and The Guardian.  
 
A year of anniversaries 

2018 has been an important year, marking many significant 
anniversaries, in particular 100 years since the end of the First World 
War the centenary of the first British women winning the right to 
vote, as well as 70 years of our NHS, created by Labour Health 
Secretary Nye Bevan in 1948.  

Marking 100 years since the Armistice made the Remembrance 
Sunday commemorations in Islington even more significant and 
poignant than usual, and as always, I was deeply honoured to play 
my part there, while Jeremy represented the Labour Party in the 
national commemorations at the Cenotaph.  

Next year, the focus will turn to the Second World War, as we mark 
the 80th anniversary since the start of that dark conflict. I took the 
opportunity of my speech at the Labour Party conference in 
Liverpool in September to warn that the forces of fascism are rising 
on a scale not seen since the 1930s, and that—if we are to show that 
the lessons of history have been learned—we will tackle prejudice, 
hatred and division wherever they exist. 

As well as continuing the campaign to get a statue of Sylvia 
Pankhurst erected on Clerkenwell Green, I joined many of my Labour 
colleagues in using the centenary of women’s suffrage to celebrate 
how far we have come in representing women in public life, but also 
recognising how much further we have to go until true equal 
representation is achieved.   

The female MPs who currently sit on the Labour benches represent a 
quarter of all female MPs ever elected.  I am still the only Emily to 
have been an MP. I used to think that this was pretty special, but as 
time has gone on, it is getting a bit frustrating! 

To celebrate the 70th birthday of the NHS party, I attended at the 
Whittington hospital and a campaign day in Wycombe to show my 
support for all those health workers who have helped build and 
maintain this wonderful organisation. 

As the party of the NHS, we will continue to ensure that services are 
free at the point of use, and will expand health care services to 
ensure that there is parity between mental health and physical 
health, as well as making sure that there are adequate funds for 
social care so that older people and those with long term health 
problems can get the care and support that they need.  
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Parliament 

Prime Minister’s Questions 

As Shadow First Secretary of State, I have stood in for Jeremy Corbyn 
at Prime Minister’s Questions four times since the election, twice 
against Damian Green and twice against David Lidington. Against 
Green, I pressed him first on the lack of any progress on resolving the 
central issues over Brexit, and second on the desperate money and 
staff shortages facing the NHS, resulting not just in operations being 
cancelled but in hospital services being cut entirely.  
 
Against Lidington, in January, I raised the campaign for Votes at 16 
and called for the UK to lead the way internationally as the Wilson 
government had on Votes at 18. And in July I pressed him to explain 
how on earth Theresa May’s nonsensical Chequers customs plan 
would work in practice, something he could not do then, and which 
the Tory government still cannot explain now.  
 
Israel & Palestine 

In response to President Trump moving the American Embassy in 
Israel to Jerusalem, the horrific live fire attacks by Israeli forces on 
protesters at the Gaza border, I challenged the government 
repeatedly about its response to the violence and to the reckless 
damage done by Trump to the prospects for Middle East peace.  

I urged the government to use its position on the UN Security Council 
to call for an independent investigation into the violence in Gaza to 
assess whether international law had been broken, and exert 
international pressure on the Israeli government to lift the illegal 
blockade of Gaza. They refused to take such action. 

I also pressed the government to immediately recognise the state of 
Palestine, and host an emergency global funding conference to make 
up for Trump’ withdrawal of US funding for the UN Agency set up to 
help Palestinian refugee families in Gaza and beyond.  

Yemen 

I have continued to press the government to stop supplying arms to 
the Saudi regime which since 2015 have been used to bomb and 
blockade the starving civilian population in Yemen.  

Given the UK’s lead responsibility for Yemen at the UN Security 
Council, I have also urged them for two years to bring forward a UN 
resolution demanding an immediate ceasefire, the urgent delivery of 
humanitarian aid, the independent investigation of all alleged war 
crimes, and the resumption of talks towards a lasting peace 
settlement and political solution. 

Yemen is on the verge of the worst famine in living memory, and the 
deaths of civilians from indiscriminate attacks continued to mount, 
yet both the previous and current Foreign Secretaries have so far 
resisted my calls to take meaningful action, showing they care more 
about trade with Saudi Arabia than saving Yemeni lives. 

The Rohingya  

A newly released UN report has detailed the vast number of 
atrocities committed against the Rohingya people by Myanmar’s 
military, accused them of committing acts of genocide, and called for 
the military commanders responsible to be investigated and 
prosecuted. In response to this, I once again called on the 
government to support the UN’s efforts to bring the orchestrators of 
these atrocities, such as General Min Aung Hlaing, to justice. 

I asked new Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt why the government 
continues to delay acting on this issue, when there has been a clear 
call to action from the UN. It is up to us to work with other members 
of the Security Council to refer those responsible for atrocities 
against the Rohingya to the International Criminal Court. 

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe 

British national Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffehas been imprisoned in Iran 
since 2016, and this year I have worked with her husband Richard 
and local MP Tulip Siddiq (pictured below) to press the government 
to secure her release, and re-unite her with her young daughter. 

Former Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson made the unforgivable error 
of telling a Parliamentary committee that Nazanin had been in Iran 
'training journalists', something that was utterly untrue, but hugely 
damaging to her legal case. I pressed him repeatedly to withdraw his 
comments in Parliament and apologise, something he eventually did. 
 
Andy Tsege  

As you can see from the picture above, Nazanin’s campaigners also 
held posters calling for the freedom of local Islington resident Andy 
Tsege from his four years on death row in an Ethiopian prison, and 
for me, one of the happiest moments of this year for me was hearing 
of his release. So many of you have campaigned for Andy with 
Jeremy and me since 2014, and all that hard work was rewarded in 
the wonderful moment when we saw Andy re-united with his wife 
Yemi and their three brilliant kids.  



Overseas Visits 

Israel – Palestine, November 2017 

Last November marked the Centenary of the Balfour Declaration, 
which led to the creation of the State of Israel. I took this opportunity 
to visit Israel and Palestine in my capacity as Shadow Foreign 
Secretary, with my colleague, Fabian Hamilton MP (below).  

My sense coming away from the visit is that we were approaching a 
number of pivotal moments for the peace process, including seeing 
what impact Donald Trump’s election would have and whether the 
Israeli courts would put a stop to new settlement building. Sadly, 
most of those moments tipped against the prospects for peace. 

I also had two very sad encounters, which captured my concerns: 
one with a young Palestinian girl badly traumatised by her detention 
by the Israeli security forces; and another with two elderly Israeli 
men on a kibbutz, despairing about the poverty over the border in 
Gaza, and about their grand-kids growing up knowing nothing but 
division and violence. And yet, things have got even worse since. 

United States (New York and Washington DC) – April 2018 

In April I spent a week in the United States with my colleague Helen 
Goodman, holding meetings with key players at the United Nations 
and with Senators and Congresspeople in Washington. I met with 
many like-minded progressive Democrats, and it was fascinating to 
see how their party is taking lessons from Jeremy’s success in the UK 
in how to build a grass-roots movement responsive to its members. 

We also discussed pressing foreign policy issues such as Syria, Iran, 
North Korea and Yemen. On the latter, it was heartening to see 
Democrats making the same arguments in Congress as I have been 
making in Parliament, and enlightening to meet the UN staff dealing 
with the humanitarian crisis in the country.  

As well as UN officials and politicians, I had a wonderful time meeting 
members of EMILY’s List; an organisation that helps to elect pro-
choice Democrat women to office. They have had a massive increase 

in support since the election of President Trump, with 34,000 women 
contacting them to express an interest in running for office in 2018. 
In 2016 they were contacted by only 920.  

The trip was a fantastic success overall, and I returned with renewed 
optimism for a progressive alliance on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Palestine – April 2018 

On the 28th of April I had the privilege of representing the Labour 
Party at the conference of the Palestinian National Council in 
Ramallah, the PNC’s first official meeting in more than two decades, 
and one that came at a crucial time, with many Palestinian voices 
urging their political leaders to give up on the peace process, and 
return to a strategy of political unrest and violence. 

Those feelings had been provoked by the actions of the Netanyahu 
and Trump governments, both displaying a blatant contempt for the 
peace process, and actively undermining the chances of making 
progress towards a two-state solution. However there were strong 
and unanimous declarations from the PNC that this was no time to 
succumb to exhaustion and despair, but instead to restate more 
clearly than ever their commitment to peace. 

However, it was deeply regrettable that during his lengthy speechto 
the PNC, President Abbas made grossly offensive and ignorant anti-
Semitic remarks. His comments were out of keeping with the tone of 
the council as a whole and he rightly apologised for them. 

South Africa – May 2018 

I made a timely visit to South Africa in May, as our sister party, the 
ANC, began to enjoy a rebirth under the new leadership of Cyril 
Ramaphosa. At the South African Parliament in Cape Town I had the 
pleasure of meeting the Speaker Baleka Mbete, Chief Whip Jackson 
Mthembu and other leading figures in the ruling party.  

They were optimistic about South Africa’s potential progress under 
the President Ramaphosa, and I heard the same from the many 
experienced journalists, analysts and veterans of the struggle against 
Apartheid that I met on my visit. Our ANC colleagues also made it 
clear that they want South Africa to return to the world stage, by 
pursuing a temporary seat on the UN Security Council, and using the 
country’s position on the UN Human Rights Council to promote a 
vision of international human rights inherited from Nelson Mandela. 

In addition to political meetings, I visited charity workers who gave 
me an insight into the challenges South African society is facing. In 
Cape Town, I visited projects run by Masicorp, an NGO which 
provides early years support, education programmes, and vocational 
courses in the Masiphumelele Township, and in Johannesburg, I was 
privileged to see the plans taking shape to mark the centenary of 
Nelson Mandela’s birth. 



Get in touch 

Contact details for my office 
 
Islington South and Finsbury is a truly special place, where we all live 
on top of one another, but continue to thrive as an open and tolerant 
community. I am proud to serve as your MP and humbled that so 
many of you chose to give me your vote.  I will not let you down. 

I am always interested to hear from my constituents with their 
thoughts on policy issues and always happy to do what I can to help 
people resolve their problems. 
 
You can contact my office by email: 
emilythornberrymp@parliament.uk 
 
By post: Rt Hon Emily Thornberry MP,  
House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, London 
 
By phone:  My constituency advice line is open between 2-5pm on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 0207 697 9307 
 
Surgery:  All my constituents are welcome to come to my open, drop-
in surgery at Islington Town Hall which takes place between 10 am 
and 12pm on the second Saturday of every month. In addition, if you 
have a new case please ring my advice line to book an appointment 
for my other surgeries at St Luke’s Community Centre.   
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