
I would like to wish everyone a very happy New 

Year! I hope you had a fantastic Christmas and 

enjoyed a well-earned break.  

 

The world is a very different place to this time 

last year, and in my capacity as Shadow Foreign 

Secretary I have been giving much thought to 

the role Britain should play on the global stage 

in the coming 12 months — particularly in light 

of Brexit and a Donald Trump Presidency.   

 

At a time of such global uncertainty it is our duty 

as the official Opposition to this uncaring Tory 

Government to offer an alternative vision for 

Britain; to rediscover a foreign policy based on 

values, ethics and principle - where human 

rights are the first consideration, not an 

uncomfortable afterthought.   

 

Whilst valuing the Special Relationship with our 

closest ally, we must be willing to say, ‘No, Mr 

President’ when it comes to denying climate 

change, a new nuclear arms race and 

jeopardising the two state solution.  

 

And when it comes to Brexit, over the coming 

weeks and months we must not allow the Tories 

to blame our friends in Europe for any failures in 

the negotiations brought about by the 

government’s lack of a workable plan. Equally, 

we must ensure that the Prime Minister is not 

allowed to turn Britain into some kind of bargain 

basement, race to the bottom, Singapore-style 

tax haven with little regard for workers’ rights 

and crucial public services. 

 

We must stand up for what we believe in, both 

at home and abroad, and fight for a better 

Britain - a Labour Britain. Here’s to 2017! 
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Standing up for my constituent Shao Jiang 

I was deeply troubled to learn of the recent reports of an 

Israeli embassy official discussing how to “take down” 

government ministers because of their views on the Mid-

dle East. Shortly afterwards I released the following 

statement:  

 

“Improper interference in our democratic politics by other 

states is unacceptable whichever country is involved. It is 

simply not good enough for the Foreign Office to say the 

matter is closed. This is a national security issue.   

 

“The embassy official involved should be withdrawn, and 

the Government should launch an immediate inquiry into 

the extent of this improper interference and demand 

from the Israeli government that it be brought to an end."  

NHS Crisis 

Theresa May’s response to the NHS crisis is totally 

inadequate. She claimed at PMQs that the problems 

boiled down to “a small number of incidents where 

unacceptable practices had taken place.” 

 

The truth is that the NHS is facing the biggest financial 

squeeze in its history and we have been calling for it 

to have an urgent injection of cash. Last week Hunt’s 

first response was to try to change the 4 hour target. 

Then they briefed against the civil servant in charge, 

Simon Stevens. Then they tried to blame the GPs. The 

reality is that this is the result of shortage of funds, 

Tory closures of NHS Direct & GP Walk-In Centres and 

the crisis in Social Care. 

On January 3rd, the first day back to work of the 

new year, there was a National Campaign Day 

against rail fare rises and in support of Labour’s 

pledge to bring the railways back into public       

ownership.  

 

I joined a flash mob, the TUC, our Shadow 

Transport Secretary — Andy McDonald MP and   

Labour activists outside King’s Cross station.  

 

The public support for this campaign is very strong,  

and it’s something I hope we will make progress 

with in 2017. 

  

Rail Fares Campaign 

Rail Fares Campaign, 3 Jan 

NHS Campaign Day in Warwick, 26 Nov 

Israeli Embassy Official 

National Policy Forum,  19-20 Nov 



In the constituency 

Over the past couple of months my constituents have written to me to express their views on a number 

of policy issues. Listed below are some of the most frequently mentioned:  

Key issues for constituents 

 Murdoch Sky TV bid 

 Aleppo 

 Investigatory Powers Bill 

 

 NHS Crisis 

 Ofcom mobile services  

 Homelessness Reduction Bill 

 6 Dec -  CLP Christmas Party  

 9 Dec – St Luke’s Surgery  

 15 Dec - 'Walk the Met' with the local   

police  

 15 Dec - Finsbury and Clerkenwell         

Volunteers Christmas Party   

 15 Dec -  Christmas Reception for local 

community leaders in Parliament  

 16 Dec - Royal Mail Festive Visit, Mount 

Pleasant  

 16 Dec -  Islington Fire Station visit for 

Winston Douglas’ final role call  

 3 Jan - Rail fares campaign at King’s 

Cross Station  

 6 Jan – St Luke’s Surgery  

 14 Jan – Town Hall Surgery 

I’ve also been campaigning further afield, 

including visits to... 

 25 Nov - Greenwich & Woolwich CLP 

Fish and Chips Fundraiser 

 26 Nov - NHS National Campaign 

Day in Warwick  

 27 Nov - Richmond Park by election     

canvassing  

Finsbury & Clerkenwell Volunteers Christmas 

Party, 15 Dec 

Christmas with Islington’s Finest, 15 Dec 



During the past two months I’ve had numerous 

meetings with industry bodies and unions to     

discuss the effects of Brexit. These have included 

the Royal Society of Chemistry, Unison, the CBI, 

Universities UK and Unite. I’ve also met with     

Ambassadors and Foreign Ministers from Italy,  

Jersey, Lithuania, Austria, USA and Argentina. 

Press appearances have come thick and fast too, 

with interviews on Marr, LBC, Peston, The West-

minster Hour, Channel 4 News, the World at One, 

ITV News and 5Live. 

Finally I’ve also been on official visits to Spain,   

Italy and Cuba. Other engagements have included:   

17 Nov – Meeting the Fabian Society’s               

International Policy Group 

 21 Nov - Freedom from Torture Reception   

22 Nov – Foreign Office Questions 

 22 Nov – Meeting the Head of the White Helmets 

23 Nov - Meeting Amnesty to discuss Yemen  

24 Nov – Meeting the Bahrain Institute for Rights 

and Democracy 

25 Nov – Speaking to a delegation from a Finnish 

metalworkers’ union  

28 Nov - Meeting Kurt Beck, former Chairman of 

German Social Democratic Party  

7 Dec – Deputising for Jeremy at PMQs 

In Parliament and further afield 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be 

of assistance with any issue or if you would 

like to share your concerns about a policy 

issue. 

If you’d like to get involved with campaigning 

locally, please call the office on 0207 607 

8373 

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA           thornberrye@parliament.uk         020 7697 9307 (2-5pm on Mon, Tues, Thurs) 

 

7 Dec – Attending Unite / The Mirror’s Food Bank 

Appeal Campaign Launch 

8 Dec – Meeting Labour CND  

13 Dec – Attending Labour business breakfast 

19 Dec – Supporting 'Carols for Nazanin' in aid of 

Nazanin Ratcliffe 

20 Dec – Westminster Hall debate on Andy Tsege  

14 Jan – Speaking at the Fabian Society’s New 

Year Conference 

Castro’s Memorial Service in Cuba, 29 Nov 

Peston on Sunday, 15 Jan 

Fabian Society Conference, 14 Jan 


