
Following last week's vote on Article 50 I wanted to set 

out my thoughts and Labour's position on the Bill.  

 

I fully understand that many of you have concerns 

about Labour’s decision to vote in favour of Article 50, 

and I appreciate the strong feelings that this issue 

evokes. Like many in my constituency, I too was in 

favour of remaining in the European Union and 

campaigned hard for that outcome.   

 

However, while the outcome of the referendum was 

not the one I hoped for, the result itself was clear. 

Nationally, the British public voted to leave, and I do 

not believe that it would have been democratic or 

realistic for Labour to seek to overturn the result.  

 

While I am disappointed that the Article 50 Bill passed 

without amendment, the government’s concession on 

giving Parliament a meaningful vote on a final deal is a 

welcome one, and follows months of concerted 

pressure from Labour. Crucially too, the Commons will 

have this debate and vote before the European 

Parliament does.  

 

Voting for Article 50 does not mean we are giving 

Theresa May a blank cheque. This vote was just the 

start of the negotiating process. Labour will be using 

every opportunity to protect jobs, rights and living 

standards, and to ultimately achieve the best possible 

deal for Britain - one that reflects a profoundly 

different vision for our country to that of the Tories.  

 

While the result of the referendum was clear, it did not 

define the terms of exit. It is therefore of great 

importance that the Opposition holds the government 

to account on its plans for Brexit every step of the way. 

We have forced them to produce a white paper, but its 

objectives are confused and contradictory. A period of 

hand to hand combat has now begun. 
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Standing up for my constituent Shao Jiang 

In the coming days Labour faces two tough electoral 

tests with by-elections in Stoke-on-Trent Central and 

Copeland following the resignations of Tristram Hunt 

and Jamie Reed respectively.  

 

Earlier this month I travelled to Stoke with a group of 

party members from Islington to try and help secure a 

win for Labour. Our candidate is up against the UKIP 

leader, Paul Nuttall, who just yesterday was forced to 

admit that he falsely claimed to have lost a close 

friend in the Hillsborough disaster.  

 

This weekend I’ll be heading up to Copeland to lend 

Gillian Troughton, Labour’s fantastic candidate there, 

my full support.  

President Trump 

Since my last report Donald Trump has been inaugurated 

as President of the United States. So far, all the signs 

point towards his administration being equally as toxic as 

the campaign he ran to get elected.   

 

Below is an extract from my response in the House to a 

Government statement on Trump’s immigration ban: 

 

“...when it comes to human rights, when it comes 

women’s rights and when it comes to torture and the 

treatment of minorities, President Trump is already 

descending a very dangerous slope. When that happens, 

we need a Prime Minister who is prepared to tell him to 

stop, not one who simply proffers her hand and silently 

helps him along.”  

On January 21st, Labour party members and MPs 

across the country turned out in force for the national 

campaign day to protect the NHS. 

 

I headed to Ipswich with Labour MEP Alex Mayer and 

spoke to many people about their concerns relating to 

what the Tories are doing to the NHS. 

 

Social care has been cut by £4.6bn, 1.2m older     

people are not receiving the care they need and the 

Conservatives have no plan for how they are going to 

fund it. This simply isn't good enough.  

National Campaign Day for the NHS 

Ipswich for NHS Campaign Day, 21 Jan 

Responding to Government Statement on 

President Trump’s immigration ban, 30 Jan 

By-elections in Stoke and Copeland 

Team Islington in Stoke, 4 Feb 



In the constituency and out campaigning 

Over the past month my constituents have written to me to express their views on a number of policy 

issues. Listed below are some of the most frequently mentioned:  

Key issues for constituents 

 Brexit 

 Green Investment Bank 

 

 Homelessness Reduction bill 

 President Trump 

 

22 Jan: Co-Op Caledonian Road Visit to launch 

Membership Card for Local Charities   

23 Jan: Met pupils from New North Academy 

during their visit to parliament   

27 Jan: Spoke at Islington Council’s Holocaust 

Memorial Day Event   

3 Feb: Constituency surgery at St Luke’s   

5 Feb: Visited Finsbury Park Mosque’s Annual 

Neighbourhood Open Day   

5 Feb: Supported ActionAid’s volunteer training 

event to tackle tax havens   

7 Feb: Spoke to Fiona Twycross AM to discuss 

the future of Clerkenwell Fire Station  

10 Feb: Meeting with a group of constituents 

to discuss Brexit   

11 Feb: Constituency surgery at the Town Hall 

I’ve also been campaigning further afield,    

including visits to…  

20 Jan: Cambridge CLP GC Meeting   

21 Jan: National NHS Campaign Day - Ipswich 

with Alex Mayer MEP   

4 Feb: Team Islington by-election campaigning 

visit to Stoke-on-Trent   

6 Feb: Took part in a by-election phonebank 

session with the Shadow FCO & DfID teams  

9 Feb: Spoke to a group of Labour Party    

members from Brentford and Isleworth CLP 

Action Aid training event, 5 Feb 

With Umar & his staff at Cally Co-op, 22 Jan 

Vigil for Andy Tsege, 9 Feb 



23 Jan: Met with UK Director of Crisis Action 

24 Jan: Met Haneen Zoabi, the first Palestinian 

woman to be elected to Israel’s parliament  

24 Jan: Trade Union Leaders Reception  

25 Jan: Met Afzal Khan MEP  

25 Jan: Signed the Holocaust Educational Trust's 

'Book of Commitment' for Holocaust Memorial Day  

25 Jan: Australia & Waitangi Day Receptions with 

High Commissioners of Australia & New Zealand 

26 Jan: Responded to Urgent Question on Yemen 

26 Jan: Met with the Prime Minister of Kashmir  

26 Jan: Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 UK      

Commemorative Ceremony   

26 Jan: Met with the Hungarian Ambassador  

26 Jan: Attended reception to mark 68th Republic 

Day of India with the Indian High Commissioner  

30 Jan: Responded to Government statement on 

President Trump’s immigration ban  

30 Jan: Spoke in the emergency debate regarding 

President Trump’s State Visit 

31 Jan: Met with Human Rights Watch and the 

Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy     

1 Feb: Met with the Sikh Federation  

1 Feb: Attended Oxfam’s Yemen drop-in session 

1 Feb: Attended the British Council’s ‘Implications 

of Leaving the EU for Britain’s Soft Power’ Lunch  

Foreign affairs and work in parliament  
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1 Feb: Labour International Policy Commission   

7 Feb: Met with a delegation from the Bahrain 

Crown Prince’s Office 

8 Feb: Roundtable meeting with major NGOs  

9 Feb: Responded to a Backbench Business     

Debate on Israeli Settlements in the Occupied   

Palestinian Territories  

9 Feb: Spoke at a vigil outside Downing Street  

calling for the release of Andy Tsege  

Newsnight, 24 Jan 

Marr Show, 5 Feb 

I’ve also made a number of media appearances... 

19 Jan: BBC Question Time  

24 & 26 Jan: BBC News 

24 & 31 Jan: LBC Radio 

24 Jan: BBC Newsnight 

28 Jan: Radio 4 ‘Week in Westminster’ 

1 Feb: BBC ’Today’ & Victoria Derbyshire  

5 Feb: Marr Show 


