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Centenary of the Balfour Decleration 

This November marks the Centenary of the Balfour 

Declaration, which lead to the creation of the State of 

Israel. I have called on the government to use this 

occasion to fulfil the promise of the Balfour Declaration 

and recognise the State of Palestine.  

On the 30th of October I gave a statement in Parliament 

reiterating the Labour Party’s stance on this issue. I 

highlighted the fact that six years ago former Foreign 

Secretary William Hague said the government held the 

right to recognise Palestine when it can best help bring 

about peace. Given the deterioration of living conditions 

in Palestine since that statement I believe that 

recognition is vital for Palestinians to negotiate with 

Israelis on equal terms, and finally bring peace to the 

region. 

On the 7th and 13th of November I gave statements in 

Parliament concerning British prisoner in Iran Nazanin 

Zaghari-Ratcliffe, specifically regarding the Foreign 

Secretary’s actions which may have put her at further 

risk.  

Boris Johnson made the unforgivable error of telling a 

Parliamentary committee that Nazanin had been in Iran 

'training journalists' when arrested, something that is 

utterly untrue, but hugely damaging to Nazanin's claims 

of innocence. Indeed, as a direct result, the Iranian 

authorities immediately dragged Nazanin to court and 

threatened to double her sentence.  

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe 

Meeting Yahuda from Breaking the Silence in 

Israel 

Briefing on the humanitarian situation in Palestine 

with the UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs 



Visit to Israel and Palestine 

From the 7th to the 13th of November I 

travelled to Israel and Palestine in my capacity 

as Shadow Foreign Secretary.  

 

My overall sense coming away from the visit is 

that we’re approaching a number of pivotal 

points, and until we see which way those go, 

it’s hard to get a true picture of where the 

region is headed, politically and in terms of the 

peace process. These include talks between 

Hamas and Fatah, a court case which could 

put a freeze to settlement building, and Israeli 

elections in 2019. 

 

I was struck in many of my conversations by 

something very common to politics wherever 

you go – this sense that political elites on all 

sides are losing touch with younger people. 

Young people don’t seem to feel that 

politicians regard them as a priority. one of the 

things I tried to offer in my conversations with 

politicians was a sense of how Jeremy Corbyn 

and the Labour Party began to buck that trend 

here in Britain at the last election, and the 

difference it made to the outcome. 

 

I wasn’t able to go into Gaza, but I received a 

briefing on the humanitarian situation, which 

sounded utterly dreadful: the sewage flowing 

into the sea; the electricity crisis; the lack of 

medicine in the hospitals; the fears of 

malnutrition and even cholera.  

 

Hopefully the Fatah-Hamas talks will get 

somewhere, and at least they can get the 

water desalination plant up and running, and if 

the security situation can be improved, it would 

allow Israel to loosen the restrictions on goods 

and humanitarian aid going into Gaza, and 

people coming out to get medical help. 

 

But something clearly needs to be done. I was 

told if nothing improves, Gaza will simply 

become uninhabitable by 2020, and that 

cannot be allowed to happen. 



Meetings 

19 Oct: Canadian High Commissioner  

23 Oct: Swedish State Secretary to Foreign 

Minister 

23 Oct: Victoria Nuland, former Assistant 

Secretary of State for European and Eurasian 

Affairs 

24 Oct: Irish Minister of State for European Affairs 

& Irish Ambassador 

27 Oct: Irish Ambassador 

2 Nov: Irish Foreign Minister 

3 Nov: Dr Mustafa Barghouti, Former Palestinian 

Presidential Candidate, current General Secretary 

of the Palestinian National Initiative 

6 Nov: Karl Turner MP, regarding British prisoner 

in Egypt Laura Plummer 

6 Nov: Delegation of Irish TDs visiting Parliament 

7 Nov: Councillor Neil Nerva 

7 Nov: French Ambassador with Jeremy Corbyn 

7 Nov: Professor Alan Johnson, editor of Fathom 

Journal 

7 Nov: Matthew Gould, former British Ambassador 

to Israel    

Foreign affairs and work in parliament  

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA           thornberrye@parliament.uk         020 7697 9307 (2-5pm on Mon, Tues, Thurs) 

 

Media appearances have included... 

18 Oct: BBC HARDtalk 

19 Oct: Spoke with Indian Journalists Association 

19 Oct: ITV Late Debate 

22 Oct: Andrew Marr Show 

26 Oct: Middle East Eye Interview 

31st Oct: Decca Aitkenhead Interview 

2nd Nov: i24 Interview 

5th Nov: Sky News 

6th Nov: The House magazine interview 

Poppy Appeal Launch in Angel 

Laying a wreath at the British Military Cemetery 

in Jerusalem, on Remembrance Sunday 


